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(54) VARIABLE WAVELENGTH OPTICAL FILTER 

(57) A wavelength tunable optical f liter ( 1 ) comprises 
a dielectric crystal portion (2) comprised of a dielectric 
crystal having a cubic system and exhibiting a quadratic 
electro-optic effect, a mirror portion (5, 6) constituting a 
Fabry-Perot etaion in cooperation with said dielectric 
crystal portion, and an electrode (3, 4) configured to apply 
a voltage to said dielectric crystal portion thereby to 
change a wavelength of light transmitting through said 
etaion on a basis of said electro-optic effect. According 
to the configuration, since the dielectric crystal having a 
cubic system and exhibiting a quadratic electro-optic ef- 
fect is used, there is provided a wavelength tunable op- 
tioBl filter that is capable of operating at high-speed on 
application of a low voltage. 
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Description 

Technical Field 

5 [0001] The present invention relates to a wavelength tunable optical filter for use in optical communication, optical 
measurement and the like. 

Background Art 

10 [0002] In addition to a realization of a high-capacity, high-speed, and sophisticated network, an optipal communication 
has been applied to an access network, an example of whioii is introduction of fiber-to-the-home. In the future, a further 
Bophistication of a communication network will be required, with an expectation of a more effective utilization of wave- 
lengths. 

[0003] In a Dense Wavelength Division Multiplexing (D-WDM) system, more than two optical signals at closely spaced 
13 wavelengths are multiplexed and transmitted via a single optical wave-guide, thereby enhancing a communication 
capacity. In a transmitting side, more than two optical signals having different wavelengths at extremely narrow intervals 
of 0.8 nm from one another are multiplexed over a range of several tens nanometers, thereby enabling a highly densified 
signalsto be transmitted. Accordingly in a receiving side, a necessary signal can be retrieved by receiving only the signal 
having a predetennined wavelength out of the lights transmitted. In orderto accurately retrieve only the necessary signal 
20 out of highly multiplexed signals, there has to be used an optical filter that assuredly maintains a sufficient passband 
and has a steep spectrum so as to obtain a sufficiently small cross talk between neighboring channels. 
[0004] Such optical filters are indispensable for use not only in retrieving an optical signal having a predetennined 
wavelength In a network transmitting more than two optical signals having different wavelength respectively but also in 
multiplexing more than two optical signals and monitoring transmission status of the optical signal having a particular 
25 wavelength. 

[0005] Until now, a diffraction grating type filter, a Fabry-Perot etaion type filter, an optical interference type filter, an 
acousto-optio type filter, and so on have been proposed as a wavelength tunable optical filter. In these filters, while the 
principle of operation differs depending on a type of the filter, a wavelength tunable speed is limited to 0.1 to 1 .0 msec 
fundamentally, since these filters can change a.wavelength at any rate by changing the temperature, the angle to the 

30 incidence light, and the length of the portion through which light penetrates. Those filters based o n a mechanical change 
are described by Staffan Greek, Ram Gupta, and Klas Hjort, "Mechanical Considerations in the Design of a Microme- 
chanical Tuneable InP-Based WDM Filter", JOURNAL OF MICROELECTROMECHANICAL SYSTEMS (USA), 1999, 
Vol.8, NO.3, and pp.328-334. 

[0006] For this reason, the above technologies have a drawback in that they cannot realize an operating speed of 1 
35 to 1 0 nsec required to perfonn an add/drop of an optical packet that is required in a next generation optical network. 
[0007] On the other hand, a wavelength tunable optical filter using electro-optic effect of a dielectric crystal or a 
ferroelectric crystal is considered an effective means to eliminate the above drawback. However, the filter utilizing electro- 
optic effect requires a refraoBve index change of about 2 % in orderto realize a wavelength tunable range of 30 nm for 
a light of 1500 nm wavelength because a wavelength tunable range Is a function of a change in refractive index, in 
■w LiNbOg generally used as a crystal having electro-optic effect, a generation of an electric field of 3 x 1 0^ V/m is required 
to realize about 2 % change in refraction, because LiNbOg has a maximum electro-optic constant rgg of 31 pm/V. Since 
the electric field Is not feasible, a materiel exerting a larger electro-optic effect has been expected. 
[0008] In the light of the above circumstances, the present invention is directed to provide a wavelength tunable optical 
filter acquiring a sufficient wavelength tunable range while avoiding an increase of a voltage applied to a unit thickness 
45 of an electro-optic crystal. Namely, the objective of the present Invention is to provide a wavelength tunable optical filter 
capable of changing a wavelength over a wide wavelength band with an application of low voltage. 
[0009] Another objective of the present invention is to provide a wavelength tunable optical filter having an Improved 
operation speed. 

[0010] Yet another objective of the present invention is to provide a wavelength tunable optical filter having a low 
so capacitance by reducing an area of an electrode thereof. 

Disclosure of Invention 

[0011] In orderto achieve the objective, a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a first aspect of a wavelength 
ss tunable optical filter according to the present invention comprises a dielectric crystal portion being optically transparent, 
formed of a dielectric crystal having a cubic system and exhibiting a quadratic electro-optic effect, a mirror portion 
constituting a Fabry-Perot etaion in cooperation with the dielectric crystal portion, and an electrode configured to apply 
a voltage to the dielectric crystal portion thereby to change a wavelength of light transmitting through the etaion on a 
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basis of the electro-optic effect. 

[0012] In order to achieve the objective, in a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a second aspect of the 
present invention, the electrode is optically transparent to incoming light and disposed so as to adjoin the dielectric 
crystal portion, and wherein the mirror portion is a dielectric multilayer mirror fonned of a dielectric multilayer film and 
disposed so as to adjoin the electrode. 

[0013] In order to achieve the objective, a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a third aspect of the present 
invention further comprises an additional one or more dielectric crystal portions and an additional one or more transparent 
electrodes. The dielectric crystal portions and the transparent electrodes are disposed alternatively with each other to 
form a multilayer body, and the dielectric multilayer mirror portion is formed so as to sandwich the body, 
[0014] In order to achieve the objective, In a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a fourth aspect of the present 
invention, the electrode is a metal electrode fonned of metal, disposed so as to adjoin the dielectric crystal portion, and 
serves as the mirror portion. 

[0015] In order to achieve the objective, in a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a fifth aspect of the present 
invention further includes a metal film coated on the transparent electrode. 

[001 6] In order to achieve the objective, in a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a sixth aspect of the present 

invention, the electrode is formed exclusively on an area that the incoming light passes through. 

[0017] In order to achieve the objective, in a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a seventh aspect of the 

present invention, the metal film is fonned exclusively on an area that the incoming light passes through. 

[0018] In order to achieve the objective, in a wavelength tunable optical filter according to an eighth aspect of the 

present invention, the electrode is fonned so as to generate two electric fields that are perpendicular with each other 

and with a transmission direction of light. 

[001 9] In order to achieve the objective, a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a ninth aspect of the present 
invention further comprises an additional dielectric crystal portion or more. The electrode is formed so as to generate 
two electric fields in two directions that are perpendicular with each other and with a transmission direction of light, 
[0020] In orderto achieve the objective, in a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a tenth aspect of the present 
invention, each of the dielectric crystal portions has a different FSR. 

[0021] In order to achieve the objective, a wavelength tunable optical filter according to an eleventh aspect of the 
present invention further comprises an insulating layer formed of an insulating material having an electric pennittivity 
smailerthanthatof the dielectric crystal portion. The insulating layer being interposed so as to divide the dielectric crystal 
portion into a first portion in which an electric field is generated in one of the two directions and a second portion in which 
an electric field is generated in the other of the two directions. 

[0022] In order to achieve the objective, in a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a twelfth aspect of the 
present invention, wherein the insulating material comprises any one of TeOa-rlch glass, SIO,, AUO, and polymer, or 
any complex thereof. 

[0023] In order to achieve the objective, a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a thirteenth aspect of the 
present invention further includes a temperature controller configured to control a temperature of a dielectric crystal 
constituting the dielectric crystal portion. 

[0024] In orderto achieve the objective, in a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a fourteenth aspect of the 
present invention, a dielectric crystal constituting the dielectric crystal portion is single crystalline and an axis direction 
of oneof crystal axes is in agreementwithatransmissiondirectionoflighttransmittingthroughthe dielectriocrystal portion. 
[0025] In order to achieve the objective, in a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a fifteenth aspect of the 
present invention, a dielectrfc crystal constituting the dielectric crystal is poly crystalline and at least one of axis directions 
of crystal axes Is in agreement with the transmission direction of light transmitting thiBugh the dielectric crystal portion. 
[0026] In order to achieve the objective, in a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a sixteenth aspect of the 
present invention, the dielectric crystal has a composition of K^.^LIyTa^.^Nb^Oj. 

[0027] In order to achieve the objective, in a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a seventeenth aspect of 
the present invention, the dielectric crystal has a composition obtained by substituting all of K in KTa, Mb O, or by 
substitufing all of K and Li in K^.^LiyTai^Nb^Oj with at least one of Pb and La and all of Ta and Nb in K, ,Li„Ta, ,Nb,0, 
withTL ^'^ ^ " ^ 

[0028] In orderto achieve the objective. In a wavelength tunable optical filter according to an eighteenth aspect of the 
present invention, the dielectric crystal has a composition obtained by substituting all of K in KTa, xNbxOg, or by sub- 
stituting all of K and Li in Ki.yLiyTai.^jNb.Og with at least one of Ba, Sr and Ca and all of Ta and Mb in K, .Li„Ta, ,Nb,0, 
with either one of Ti and Zr y y i x x j 

[0029] In order to achieve the objective, a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a nineteenth aspect of the 
present invention, the x as a first composition ratio is 0.1 or greater and 0.5 or smaller, and wherein the y as a second 
composition ratio is greater than 0 and 0.1 or smaller. 

[0030] In order to achieve the objective, a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a twentieth aspect of the 
present Invention, each of the wavelength tunable optical filters is arranged along a transmission direction of light incident 
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thereon. 

[0031] In order to achieve the objective, a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a twentieth aspect of the 
present invention, a face perpendicular to the transmission direction of the light is inclined at an angle of 2 degrees with 
a face perpendicular to a crystal axis of the dielectric crystal constituting the dielectric crystal portion included each of 
5 the wavelength tunable optical filter. 

[0032] According to the present Invention, since the dielectric crystal having a cubic system and exhibiting a quadratic 
electro-optic effect Is used, there Is provided a vifavelength tunable optical filter that is capable of operating at high-speed 
on application of a low voltage, which has long been unobtainable. 

[0033] In addition, since the wavelength tunable optical filter according to the present invention Is able to operate at 
10 high speed in a wide range of wavelength, the filter can be used for an add/drop of a packet and also as a high-speed 
wavelength sweeper for use in optical measurements. 

[0034] Moreover, according to a wavelength tunable optical filter of the present invention, by using two or more Fabry- 
Perot etalon type filters having a respectively different FSR, a voltage to be applied per unit thickness of the crystal is 
reduced and therefore an operation under moderate conditions is realized. 
15 [0035] Furthermore, acconding to the present invention, by reducing an area of the electrode, capacitance of the filter 
can be reduced. In addition, by using metal having a low volume resistivity for the electrode, an operation at an order 
of 10 nsec can be realized. 

Brief Description of Drawings 

20 

[0036] 

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a first embodiment of the present 
invention. 

25 FIG. 2 is a schematic view of a wavelength tunable optical filter module equipped with the wavelength tunable optical 
filter shown in FIG. 1 . 

FIG. 3 Is a schematic view of a measurement system including the wavelength tunable optical filter module shown 
in FIG. 2. 

FIG. 4 illustrates a transmission spectrum of the wavelength tunable optical fitter shown In FIG. 1 . 
30 FIG. 5 illustrates a 3dB passband of the wavelength tunable optical filter shown in FIG. 1 . 

FIG. e illustrates a wavelength tunable characteristic of the wavelength tunable optical filter shown in FIG, 1. 

FIG. 7 illustrates a high-speed response characteristic of the wavelength tunable optical filter shown if FIG. 1 . 

FIG. 8 is a schematic view of a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a second embodiment. 

FIG. 9 Illustrates a transmission spectrum of the wavelength tunable optical filter shown in FIG. 8. 
35 FIG. 1 0 Is a schematic view of a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a third embodiment of the present 

invention. 

FIG. 1 1 Is a wavelength tunable optical filter accortling to a sixth embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 12 is a schematic view of a wavelength tunable optical filter module equipped with the wavelength tunable 

optical filter shown in FIG. 1 1 . 

40 FIG. 1 3 is a schematic view of a measurement system Including the wavelength tunable optical filter module shown 

in FIG. 12. 

FIG. 14 illustrates a transmission spectrum of the wavelength tunable optical filter shown in FIG. 11. 
FIG. 15 illustrates a 3dB passband of the wavelength tunable optical filter shown in FIG. 11. 
FIG. 1 6 illustrates a wavelength tunable characteristic of the wavelength tunable optical filter shown in FIG. 1 1 . 
45 FIG. 17 illustrates a high-speed response characteristic of the wavelength tunable optical filter shown in FIG. 1 1 . 

FIG. 1 8A is a schematic view of a wavelength tunable optical filteraccording to asevanth embodiment of the present 
Invention. 

FIG. 1 8B is a plane view of an upper electrode of the wavelength tunable optical filter shown in FIG. 1 8A, 
FIG. 1 SCls a plane view of a lower electrode of the wavelength tunable optical filter shown in FIG. 1 8A. 
50 FIG. 1 9 illustrates a wavelength tunable characteristic of the wavelength tunable optical filter shown in FIG. 1 8A. 

FIG. 20 Is a schematic view of a wavelength tunable optical filter according to an eighth embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 21 illustrates a transmission spectrum of the wavelength tunable optical filter shown in FIG. 20. 
FIG. 22 is a schematic view of a wavelength tunable optical filter that constitutes a multi-stage wavelength tunable 
55 optical filter according to an eleventh to a thirteenth embodiment. 

FIG. 23 is a schematic view of a two-stage wavelength tunable optical filter according to an eleventh embodiment 
of the present invention. 

FIG. 24 is a schematic view of a three-stage wavelength tunable optical filter according to a twelfth embodiment of 
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the present invention. 

FIG. 25 is a scliematic view of a four-stage wavelength tunable optical filter according to a thirteenth embodiment 
of the present invention. 

FIG. 26 is a schematic view of a two-stage wavelength tunable optical filter according to a fourteenth embodiment 
of the present invention. 

FIG. 27 is a perspective view of a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a fifteenth embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 28 Is a plane view of a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a fifteenth embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FiG. 29 is e schematic view of a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a fifteenth embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FiG. 30 is a schematic view of a two-stage wavelength tunable optical filter according to a sixteenth embodiment 
of the present Invention, 

Best iVlode for Carrying Out the invention 

[0037] Referring to accompanying drawings, preferred embodiments according to the present invention will be de- 
scribed in detail. In all the drawings for explaining the embodiments, like numerals are assigned to like components so 
as to eliminate a repetition of the explanation on them. 

(A first to fifth embodiment) 

[0038] Prior to an explanation of a first to a fifth embodiment, a basic principle underlying these embodiments wlli be 
explained. 

[0039] The first to the fifth embodiments are characterized in that a Fabry-Perot lype etalon filter configured with a 
otystalilne material having a composition of Ki.yLiyTai.xNbx03 (KLTN) is used. 

[0040] KLTN changes Its oiystal system from tetragonal to cubic with an increase of temperature and demonstrates 
a large quadratic electro-optic effect when KLTN is in the cubic system. Particularly, in a temperature range close to the 
phase transition temperature from tetragonal to cubic, a relative electric permittivity increases significantly, thereby 
demonstrating an extremely large quadratic electro-optic effect proportional to the square of relative electric permittivity. 
[0041 ] This phenomenon occurs even in KTa^.^Nb^Os (KTN). However, a large electro-optic effect is difficultto obtain 
because a phase transition talces place before the relative elecrtc penriittivity reaches a sufficiently high value since 
KTN undergoes a first-order phase transition. Moreover, since KTN shows a hysteresis accompanied by latent heat, 
there is a difficulty In controlling temperature. Namely, in case of a phase transition accompanied by latent heat, when 
the operation temperature falls to or below the phase transition temperature, the crystal configuration changes from 
cubic to tetragonal but does not change bacic to cubic even when the temperature rises to the original operation tem- 
perature, which is a so-called hysteresis. 

[0042] In addition to such hysteresis, there Is a drawback in that a material having a first-order phase transition may 
crack with a repetition of phase transitions. Therefore, when such a material is used, the temperature of the material 
needs to be strictly controlled. While the operation temperature should preferably be as close as possible to phase 
transition temperature theoretically, the material is kept practically at a temperature higher than the phase transition 
temperature by 3 to 1 0 degrees Celsius. 

[0043] The reason why the material is kept at such a temperature is explained by a temperature overshoot of 1 to 2 
degrees Celsius that takes place in a Peltier device, as well as a temperature fluctuation of +/- 0.1 degrees Celsius by 
the device. While the operation temperature has to be far from the phase transition temperature in order to circumvent 
an effect of temperature fluctuation, if the operation temperature Is far from the phase temperature by 3 and 10 degrees 
Celsius, the electro-optic effect falls down to one-ninth and one hundredth level, respectively, because the efficacy of 
the electro-optic effect decreases proportional to (1/(T-Tc)2), where T is the operation temperature and Tc is the phase 
transition temperature. Therefore, such a phenomenon observed in a crystalline material having a first-order phase 
transition can be problematic in practical use. This is why a material having a second-order phase transition free from 
latent heat and hysteresis needs to be used in orderto maintain a temperature as close as possible to the phase transition 
temperature. 

[0044] Therefore,inthefirsttothefifth embodiment, KLTNhavingpartofKreplacedwIthLiis used. KLTN demonstrates 
substantially second-order reversible phase transition and has a larger relative electric permittivity, thereby providing a 
significant, practical improvement that facilitates temperature control. 

[0045] Specifically, an initial temperature overshoot in a Peltier device or the like has not to be considered leaving 
only a consideration of temperature fluctuation of +/- 0.1 degrees Celsius in the device. Therefore, the operation tem- 
perature away from the phase transition temperature by about 0.2 degrees Celsius leads to a stable operation, making 
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it possible to reduce a decrease in electro-optic effect to negligible level. 

[0046] As a result, it becomes possible to realize an efficient operation and a refractive index ciiange required to 
assuredly maintain a wide w/avelength tunable range at relatively low voltage. 

[0047] Besides, while an operation temperature of an optical device utilizing a quadratic electro-optic effect should be 
s close to the phase transition temperature from tetragonal to cubic, a temperature of the phase transition from paraelectric 
to ferroelectric (from cubic to tetragonal, in terms of crystal system) can be varied from absolute zero temperature to 
400 degrees Celsius by changing a composition ratio of Ta and Nb in a KLTN crystal. 

[0048] Therefore, , there Is an advantage of easily setting an operation temperature of the wavelength tunable optical 
filter fabricated using the material at around room temperature. In addition, such a wavelength tunable optical filter is 
10 used under the conditions in which the crystal assumes a cubic system. Furthermore, the wavelength tunable optical 
filter has an advantage of polarization independent operation. 

[0049] Moreover, in case of the Fabry-Perot etalon filter having the electro-optic effect, a wavelength tunable range 
depends on the refractive-index change by the electro-optic effect of the material. That is, in order to realize a large 
wavelength tunable range on low voltage. It is indispensable to use the crystal material that has a large electro-optic 

15 effect. In this case, quadratic electro-optic crystals including KTN can realize a sufficiently large refractive-index change 
compared with the crystal generally l<nown as an electro-optic crystal, such as LiNbOg, which has the large electro-optic 
effect as mentioned above at close to a phase transition temperature, and has the linear electro-optic effects. Therefore, 
an optical filter having a wavelength tunable range wider than that of an optical filter fabricated using the conventional 
electro-optic crystal can be produced, 

20 [0050] However, when a wavelength tunable optical filter having a still larger wavelength tunable range is required, it 
is desirable that a filter is constituted in many stages, since a variable band realizable by only one filter Is limited to about 
50 nm in a telecom window. However, the spacing between dielectric multilayer mirrors must be the Integral multiple of 
half-wavelength, and detemnines an FSR of the light passing therethrough. If filters having different FSRs are combined, 
a wavelength tunable optical filter having a v/lde wavelength tunable range can be realized while keeping small a 

25 wavelength variable width by one filter. 

[0051 ] Furthermore, since the wavelength tunable range of the optical filter according to the first to fifth embodiment 
is detemiined by electric field produced within the dielectric crystal of the filter, the voltage applied across the crystal 
concerned depends on the thickness of the crystal used for the filter. If a narrow wavelength variable width needs to be 
obtained, the FSR needs to be small and consequently a thiclcness of the crystal will become thiol<. This requires a large 

30 applied voltage even if the electric field required is small, leading to a higher applied voltage and thereby an increased 
load of a power supply. 

[0052] On the other hand, an applied total voltage can be reduced by arranging dielectric crystal portions and trans- 
parent electrodes altematively, under the condition that the total thickness becomes equal to a value required to obtain 
a desired FSR. That is, in two dielectric crystal portions adjoining each other with onetransparent electrode in-between, 
35 when a voltage is applied to transparent electrodes so as to produce two electric fields crossing over with each other, 
the voltage is reduced to the value obtained by dividing the above-mentioned necessary value by the number of dielectric 
crystal portions, compared with the wavelength tunable optical filter having one dielectric crystal portion. 
[0053] Furthennore, since this wavelength tunable optical filter operates based on the electro-optic effect, the high- 
speed response of 1GHz or more is theoretically possible. 

[0054] From the above, the wavelength tunable optical filter according to the first to fifth embodiment can realize a 
highly sophisticated features such as a high-speed operation, a low drive voltage, a polarization independent charac- 
teristic, and a wide wavelength tunable range, which conventional wavelength tunable optical filters have long failed to 
realize. 

[0055] Next, each of the first to the fifth embodiment will be described in detail. The following embodiments are intended 
45 for purposes of illustration only and are not intended to limit the scope of the invention. Therefore, although those skilled 
in the art can adopt various kinds of modifications or alterations containing each of these elements or all elements, those 
are also included in the scope of this invention. 

(A first embodiment) 

50 

[0056] Figure 1 illustrates a schematic diagram of a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a first embodiment. 
[0057] A dielectric crystal portion 2 of a wavelength tunable optical filter 1 according to this embodiment is formed of 
a KLTN crystal. Adjustment of the composition ratio of Li and Nb can change a phase transition temperature. 
[0058] A composition of the KLTN crystal that fonns the dielectric crystal portion 2 is Ko^yLio.osTao.egNbo.ssOg, and 
55 its phase transition temperature was 1 9 degrees Celsius. Although Li composition is 0.03 in this embodiment, the second- 
order phase transition is obtained also for the composition of 0.001 and at a Li composition ratio of up to 0.1 , the crystal 
can maintain a cubic system. Therefore, when a Li composition is kept in such a range, a practically suitable optical filter 
is obtained. Particularly, in a LI composition of 0.01-0.06, a high quality crystal is obtained and therefore high relative 
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electric permittivity of 20,000 or more is realized. 

[0059] For the phase transition temperature of 1 9 degrees Celsius, the operation temperature is 20 degrees Celsius, 
and the relative electric pemiittivity Is 30,000. 

[0060] In addition, a phase transition temperature can be set in a broader temperature range by setting the ratio of 
1Mb and Ta. For example, when the composition ratio of Ta is 0.5, the phase transition temperature Is 100 degrees 
Celsius, and when the ratio is 0.9, the temperature is -100 degrees Celsius. Therefore, In this composition range, a 
practicable filter is obtained with a use of a cooling/heating apparatus. Furthermore, the crystal having a phase transition 
of -20 to 80 degrees Celsius, which can be controlled by a Peltier device, is desirable, and the composition ratio of Ta 
Is set to be 0.55-0.7 in this case, Moreover, It is desirable in order to save electric power of a Peltier device as much as 
possible when the phase transition temperature is set to be around room temperature. Particularly, in oreJerto realize 
the phase transition temperature of 1 0-40 degrees Celsius, the composition ratio of Ta is set to be 0.6-0.67. 
[0061] Since high efficiency is obtained when an operation temperature is as close as possible to the phase transition 
temperature as mention above, it is desirable to mal<e the operation temperature in as close an agreement with the 
phase transition temperature as possible, if a temperature fluctuation of the Peltier device and a decrease in efficiency 
of the electro-optic effect are permtted to 1/1 00, the operation temperature Is a temperature that satisfies 0.2 degrees 
Celsius < (T - Tc) <1 0 degrees Celsius (here, T is an operation temperature and To is the phase transition temperature). 
[0052] Referring to FIG. 1 . the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 according to this embodiment is fonned on a glass 
substrate 7, and the dielectric crystal portion (KLTN crystal plate) 2 fomied of a dielectric cr^/stal is sandwiched by ITO 
(indium-Tin Oxide) transparent electrodes 3, 4. Furthermore, the dielectric crystal portion 2 having the electrodes 3, 4 
on both sides Is again sandwiched by dielectric multilayer film mirrors 5 and 6 on the electrodes 3 and 4, respectively, 
resulting in a Fabry-Perot etalon configuration. 

[0063] The dielectric multilayer film mirrors 5, 6 are formed of SiOg/NbgOg, which is a generally used material. 
[0064] Assuming that the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 is used in a telecom window (C band) of 1530-1570 nm, 
the filter 1 Is designed so that only the light having a wavelength of 1 530 nm can penetrate therethrough. Moreover, In 
order to realize a 40 nm variable range, FSR of the filter 1 is also set as 40 nm. In this case, the thicl<ness of KLTN is 
set to be about 13 micrometers. A passband is adjusted by the reflectance of the dielectric multilayer film mirrors 5, 6, 
and in this embodiment, the reflectance of the dielectric multilayer film ml n-ors 5, 6 is designed to be 90% at a wavelength 
of 1530 nm. 

[0065] KLTN, used In this embodiment has the quadratic electro-optic effect as mentioned above and a change in, , 
refractive index when electric field Is applied is expressed as follows: 



An = -1/2 X no^ X £ 0^ X £ X gia x (1) 



where An is a change in refractive index; no is the refractive index before an application of electric field; Sq is the electric 
pemiittivity of vacuum; and e, is a relative electric permittivity of the crystal; g^g Is a quadratic electro-optle constant; and 
E is an applied electric field. Additionally, an electro-optic constant of KLTN is g^j = -0.038 m* / C^. Clearly seen from 
the equation (1), a change In refractive index Is proportional to the 2nd power of electric field Intensity. 
[0066] FIG. 2 Is a schematic view of a wavelength tunable optical filter module 10 equipped with the wavelength 
tunable optical filter shown In FIG. 1. 

[0067] The wavelength tunable optical filter 1 is secured with a solder on a substrate 1 5 on which the circuit pattern 

was formed. An electrode 1 6 is connected to a casing electrode 1 7 formed in a casing 1 3 by a wire bonder. 

[0068] After light 1 9 exiting from an optical fiber 1 4 enters the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 through a collimator 

lens 12 and passes through the filter 1, the light 1 9 enters an optical fiber 18 through the collimator lens 12. 

[0069] FIG, 3 Is aschematic view of a measurement system including the wavelength tunable optical filter module 1 0 

shown in FIG. 2. 

[0070] In this measurement system, firstly, light emitted from an amplified spontaneous emission (ASE) (incoherent) 
light source 20 enters the wavelength tunable optical filter module 10, and the light that exits therefrom Is detected by 
a spectrum analyzer 21 . 

[0071 ] When high-speed operation measurement is performed, the voltage generated from a function generator 22 
is amplified with an amplifier 23 and the amplified voltage is applied to the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 (FIG. 2) in 
the wavelength tunable optical filter module 1 0. Then, the light that has passed through the filter 1 concerned is detected 
with an optical detector (Photo Detector: PD) 24 and a response characteristic is observed with an oscilloscope 25. 
[0072] By the way, the dielectric crystal constituting the dielectric crystal portion 2 can be single crystalline or poly- 
crystalline. In case of a single crystal, one of the crystal axes is disposed so as to coincide with a transmission direction 
of light. In case of a poly-crystal, at least one of the crystal axes Is disposed so as to coincide with a transmission direction 
of light. 
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[0073] FIG. 4 illustrates a transmission spectrum of the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 . FIG. 5 Illustrates a passband 
of the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 . 

[0074] The center wavelength of the passband Is 1530 nm as designed, and FSR is apparently 40 nm as shown in 
FIG. 4. In addition, in this embodiment, the transmission spectrum width defined by 3 dB with the 3dB coupler is 13.5 
s GHz, as shown in FIG. 5. Also, an extinction ratio of -40 dB with respect to the stopband is obtained. 

[0075] FIG. 6 illustrates a wavelength tunable characteristic of the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 shown in FIG. 
1 . As shown, in the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 , a wavelength shift of 40 nm is realized by application of a voltage 
of 32V. 

[0076] Next, a high-speed response characteristic of the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 will be explained. The high- 
speed response characteristic is measured as follow. Firstly, after the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 is disposed in 
an optical colllmate system constituted by 2 lenses, an optical fiber is mounted so as to be optically connected. A metal 
wiring pulled out from the transparent electrode is connected to the casing with a gold wire, to finish the module 10 
shown in FIG. 2. The light from the ASE light source 20 is introduced into an optical fiber 14 (FIG. 2). Next, the light that 
exits from the optical fiber 14 and then passes through the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 (the center transmission 

1S wavelength 1 570 nm) is detected with the photodetector 24. Here, a rectangular voltage at 1 GHz from the pulse pattern 
generator 22 is amplified with an amplifier up to 32V and the repetition voltage of 32V at 1 GHz is applied to electrodes 
3,4 (FIG. 1 ) of the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 . Finally, a wavelength change of the light exiting from the wavelength 
tunable optical filter 1 has been observed. The observed signal is shown in FIG. 7. From FIG. 7, it is understood that 
the light exiting from the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 responses to the applied voltage and a wavelength shift of 

20 40 nm is achieved at 1 GHz. 

[0077] Thus, according to the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 in this embodiment, It is apparent that a 40 nm 
wavelength change Is realized and the high-speed response that enables an add/drop of a pacl<et can be realized by 
application of a voltage of about 30V. 

2S (A second embodiment) 

[0078] A second embodiment exemplifies a wavelength tunable optical filter similar to that in the first embodiment, 

except in that the wavelength tunable optical filter concerned has two Fabty-Perot etalon type filters. 

[0079] Refen-ing to FIG. 8, a wavelength tunable optical filter2e is constructed by stacking a dielectric multilayer mirror 

30 31 , a transparent electrode 33, a dielectric crystal portion 30, a transparent electrode 34, a dielectric multilayer min-or 
29, a transparent eiectrode 35, a dielectric crystal portion 28, a transparent electrode 36, and a multilayer mirror 29 in 
this onJer on a glass substrate 32. In other words, the wavelength tunable optical filter 26 has two dielectric crystal 
portions 28, 30 and four (two pairs of) electrodes. Besides, the filter 26 is practically composed of two etalon-type filters 
arranged in series with each other (along the direction of the light transmission) with the dielectric multilayer min-or 29 

35 in-between. While both of the two etalon-type filters have the same center wavelength of 1630 nm at the time of no 
voltage applied, one is designed to have an FSR of 10 nm, the other is designed to have an FSR of 8 nm. 
[0080] FIG. 9 illustrates a transmission spectrum of the wavelength tunable optical filter 26. As illustrated in FIG. 9, it 
is understood that an extinction ratio of -40dB at a stopband In a wavelength range from 1 530 nm to 1S70 nm has been 
realized. This is because an overlapping peal< of transmission spectrum of the filter having an FSR of 10 nm and the 

^° filter having an FSR of 8 nm can exist only at intervals of the least common multiple of these FSRs. In this case, since 
the least common multiple is 40 nm, there exists a single transmission peak in the passband used. 
[0081] With the above construction, a wavelength tunable optical filter having an FSR (or wavelength tunable width) 
narrower than a desired wavelength tunable range and a wide wavelength tunable range are obtained. In addition, a 
wide tunable range is realized by setting a wavelength tunable range of each wavelength tunable optical filter as an FSR 

45 thereof. In the above case, the wavelength tunable optical filter having an FSR of 10 nm has a transmission peak at 
1530 nm, 1540 nm, 1550nm, 1560 nm, and 1570 nm and the wavelength tunable optical filter having an FSR of 8 nm 
has a transmission peak at 1530, 1538 nm, 1546 nm, 1554 nm, 1662 nm, and 1570 nm. 

[0082] When setting a transmission peak of 1555 nm, for example, the transmission peak of the wavelength tunable 
optical fiber having an FSRof 10nmneedstobeshiftedby5nm (from 1550 nmto 1555nm) and the transmission peak 
so of the wavelength tunable optical fiber having an FSRof 8 nm needs to be shifted by 1 nm(from 1554 nmto 1555 nm). 
A transmission wavelength of such a Fabry-Perot etalon type optical filter is expressed as follow: 



A= C / (m X Au) (2) 

where C is the velocity of light, m is an Integer, and A« is an FSR required. 
[0083] Also, Av Is expressed as follows: 
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Au = C / (2 n 1) (3) 



where n is a refractive index and I is a thickness of the crystal. 

[0084] According to the equation (3), a wavelength tunable optical filter having a desired FSR is designed by changing 
a thickness of the crystal used thereof. Also from the above equation, It Is possible to determine that the transmission 
peak corresponding to m-th order is used for a desired wavelength. 

[0085] As stated above, according to the second embodiment, it is found that a wide wavelength tunable range is 
realized by oombiningtwo wavelength tunable optical filters having a respectively different FSR. In addition, it is confirmed 
that since each wavelength tunable optical filter has as iiigh a response speed of 0.5 nsec as the wavelength tunable 
optical filter 1, the wavelength tunable optical filter 26 has a response speed as close as the speed. 
[0086] However, since the thickness of KLTN crystal increases accordingly with a reduction of an FSR, a voltage 
applied to the crystal comes to be higher although a wavelength tunable width is kept small . For example, an application 
voltage is estimated to be 65V in order to realize awavelength tunable width of 1 0 nm with a filter having an FSR of 1 0 nm. 
[0087] By the way. a 3dB passband of a wavelength tunable optical filter can be easily designed with a reflectance of 
the dielectric multilayer mirrors. For example, when the reflectance is 99%, a wavelength tunable optical filter having 
2GHz passband is obtained. 

[0088] While in the second embodiment a glass substrate is used, any substrate can be used without placing an 
adverse effect on a filter characteristic, if a material of the substrate is transparent in a transmission wavelength ranqe 
intended. 

(A third embodiment) 

[0089] In a third embodimant, a wavelength tunable optical filter having the same FSR as the filters in the second 
embodiment is configured by stacking a KLTN crystal and ITO electrodes. When an FSR is 1 0 nm, a thickness of the 
KLTN crystal is about 55 micrometers, which corresponds to half the wavelength multiplied by 200. This thickness is 
divided by 5 and on each of them is deposited the ITO film having a thickness of half the wavelength. 
[0090] FIG. 10 is a schematic view of a wavelength tunable optical filter 37 according to the thir^ embodiment of the 
present invention. As shown in FIG. 1 0, a multilayer body is formed on a glass substrate 42, the body having three 
transparent electrodes 40 (positive), three transparent electrodes 43 (negative), and five dielectric crystal portions 38 
and being sandwiched by dielectric multilayer mirrors 39, 41 . 

[0091] In addition, a voltage is applied across the transparent electrodes 40, 43 so that each transparent electrode 
40 is kept positive. By such an application of voltage, electric field is generated in two dielectric crystal portions .38 
neighboring via an electrode so that the direction of the electric field in each dielectric crystal portion 38 is different from 
one another. In this case, the electro-optic effect is proportional to the second power of the Intensity of electric field and 
the refractive index is Independent of the direction of the electric field Therefore, the wavelength tunable optical filter 
having such an electrode configuration works effectively. In case of the wavelength tunable optical filter using KLTN, a 
wavelength tunable width depends on not an FSR but an electric field. The voltage is expressed as follows: 



V = E X d/m (4) 

where V is an applied voltage, E is the electric field intensity required to realize a desired wavelength shift, d is a thickness 
of the KLTN crystal used, and m is the number of the KLTN crystal portions 38 divided. 

[0092] Clearly from the equation (4), the applied voltage reduces reverse proportional to the number of KLTN crystal 
portions. Therefore, while the voltage required to shift the wavelength of 10 nm in the wavelength tunable optical filter 
having one dielectric crystal portion with an FSR of 1 0 nm is 65V as explained in the second embodiment, the voltage 
can be reduced to 1 3V when the dielectric crystal portion is divided into five portions. Similarly, while the applied voltage 
is 72V in the wavelength tunable optical filter having an FS R of 8 nm as illustrated in the second embodiment, the voltage 
can be reduced to U.4V when the dielectric crystal portion is divided into five portions. Using this method to increase 
the number of layers stacked, it is found that the applied voltage can be reduced even to 10V or below. 
[0093] By the way, three or more electrodes and five or more dielectric crystal portions can be provided. That is, the 
number of layers stacked is optionally changeable. 
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(A fourth embodiment) 

[0094] A fourth embodiment exemplifies a wavelength tunable optical filter having a configuration similar to that in the 
first embodiment, except in that the KLTN crystal is replaced with a BaTiOg crystal. 

5 [0095] The wavelength tunable opticalfilter in this embodiment realizes a wavelength shift of 40 nm by a driving voltage 
of as low as 45V, although the filter requires a rather high operation temperature at 1 1 0 degrees Celsius since the phase 
transition temperature is 109 degrees Celsius. The wavelength tunable optical filler has about the same response speed 
as the optical filter illustrated In the first embodiment. That is, the optical filter of this embodiment is verified to response 
to a frequency of 1 GHz. By the wavelength tunable optical filter fabricated using the dielectric crystal to have the same 

10 configuration as the aforementioned wavelength tunable optical filters 26, 37, a substantially the same operation char- 
acteristics as that described in the second and the third embodiment can be realized. 

(A fifth embodiment) 

15 [0096] A fifth embodiment exemplifies a wavelength tunable optical filter using Bao73Sro.27Ti03 instead of BaTiOg 
used in the optical filter in thefourth embodiment. Bythe way, the only difference between the wavelength tunable optical 
filters according to the fifth embodiment and according to the fourth embodiment lies in the above respect. 
[0097] In this case, the phase transition temperature is 9 degrees Celsius andthe operation temperature is 1 0 degrees 
Celsius. By replacing part of Ba with Sr, the operation temperature is set to be around room temperature. Other char- 

20 acteristics are nearly the same as those of the optical filter in the fourth embodiment. Also, it is found that a wavelength 
tunable optical filter having the same wavelength tunable width as those in the preceding embodiments is obtained when 
P1..2T (opfical transparent ceramics) is used, 

[0098] Asstated above, since a crystal having a quadratic electro-optic effect is used In the firstto the fifth embodiment, 
the wavelength tunable optical filter exhibits characteristics of high speed, low driving voltage and high wavelength shift 
zs speed that have not been realized in the past. In addition, since the wavelength tunable optical filter according to the 
first to the fifth embodiment is able to operate at high speed in a wide range of wavelength, the filter can be used for an 
add/drop of a packet and also as a high-speed wavelength sweeper for use in optical measurements. 

(A sixth to a tenth embodiment) 

30 

[0099] Next, a sixth to a tenth embodiment will be described. Before describing each embodiment, a basic principle 
underlying these embodiments will be explained. 

[0100] Even In Uie sixth to the tenth embodiment, a Fabry-Perot etaion type filter having a dielectric crystal portion 
formed of a KLTN crystal is used as is the case with the first to the third embodiment. 

35 [0101] As already explained, by using a crystal such as KLTN having a larger electro-optic effect than LiNbOS, the 
voltage required to realize a wavelength shift intended can be greatly reduced. According to the evaluation results by 
the inventors of the present invention, the intensity of electricfield can be reduced to one thousands level in a wavelength 
tunable optical filter using the KLTN crystal, compared with an optical filter using LlNbOg. However, since the optical 
field intensity required is still about 2,S00i<V/m, a further reduction in the applied voltage may be preferable in some 

^0 applications. The sixth to the tenth embodiment exemplifies a wavelength tunable optloalfllterthat is capable of reducing 
the applied voltage. 

[0102] When a wavelength tunable optical filter is fonned such that the dielectric crystal portion formed from a crystal 
having a quadratic electro-optic effect is sandwiched by transparent electrodes and then dielectric multilayer mirrors, 
the direction of the light transmitting through the dielectric crystal portion is the same as the direction of the electric field 

45 (external electric field) produced in the dielectric crystal portion by voltage application. For this reason, the direction of 
the electric field of light and the direction of the external electric field intersect perpendicularly with each other. By the 
way, a KLTN crystal has an anisotropy in refractive index in which electro-optic constants are 0.038m''/C2 (absolute 
value) In the direction perpendicular to an external electricfield and 0.13enr»/G2 (absolute value) in the direction parallel 
to an external electric field. Therefore, the direction that exhibits a small change in refractive Index is used. 

so [01 03] In this direction, since a refractive-index change in the direction perpendicular to an electric field is isotropic, 
there exits an advantage in that the wavelength tunable optical filter becomes less dependent on the polarization. 
Therefore, this configuration is desirable when a wavelength tunable range is relatively narrow (5 nm or less) and the 
low-speed, for example in an order of msec, is required. However, when a still broader wavelength tunable range is 
required, since a high voltage needs to be applied, it is desirable to use the direction of a larger electro-optic constant. 

56 [0104] However, when using the direction of a larger electro-optic constant, there are the following problems. When 
applying an electricfield in the direction intersecting perpendicularly with a transmission direction of light, the refractive 
index of the direction parallel to the direction of the electric field generated by voltage application will be about 3.8 times 
the refractive index In the perpendicular direction, because of the anisotropy in refractive Index. 
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[0105] Furthermore, a refractive index increases in tine perpendicular direction with an increase in the electric field 
intensity, while the index in the direction parallel to the electric field decreases with an increase in the electric-field 
intensity. Therefore, the wavelength tunable optical filter that depends on polarization can only be realized in this case, 
[01 06] As a means to overcome this problem, in the sixth to the tenth embodiment, there is proposed a wavelength 
tunable optical filter having a configuration capable of generating two electric fields that are both peipendicular to a 
transmission direction of light and parallel with each other in the dielectric crystal portion. According to this configuration, 
a superposition of refractive index changes in the direction parallel to and perpendicular to the electric field will seA^e 
as the total refractive index of the crystal. Since the index changes oppositely, the refractive Index as the whole will be 
0.136 - 0.038 = 0.098. Therefore, In addition to polarization independency, a refractive-index of about 2.6 times larger 
' Is realizable, compared with the wavelength tunable optical filter In which an electric field in a transmission direction of 
light (refractive-index change 0.038 m*/C^). 

[0107] Furthermore, the wavelength tunable optical filter in which an electric field is applied In a transmission direction 
of light Is somewhat disadvantageous. That is, since the thickness of a dielectric crystal portion (dielectrio crystal) is 
determined by an FSR (Free Spectral Range: wavelength interval) required for the filter, when a wavelength tunable 
optical filter having a small FSR is needed, the crystal must be thicker and thereby relatively large voltage is required 
However, in the wavelength tunable optical filter exemplified in the sixth to the tenth embodiment, the voltage to be 
applied is only dependent on the width of and independent on the thickness of the dielectric crystal portion because the 
voltage Is applied perpendicular to the direction of a transmission direction of light. Therefore, even If the thickness of 
the dielectric crystal portion is changed according to an FSR to be intended, it becomes possible to adjust the application 
voltage independently. 

[01 08] By the way, when applying the electric field of such two orthogonal directions to the crystals, an electric field 
is generated In an undeslred direction, in the regions close to both electrodes, and a problem of affecting the polarization 
characteristic may arise. Forthis reason, In the sixth to the tenth embodiment, a configuration in which a material having 
a small electric permittivity is interposed between the dielectric crystals Is proposed. The wavelength tunable optical 
filter according to this Invention also takes advantage of the larger electro-optic effect of the electro-optic crystal and 
the larger electro-optic effect originates In the high electric pennittivity of such a material. Since electric flux lines pass 
through the portion having a high electric permittivity, two electric fields intersecting orthogonally with each other are 
prevented from being influenced by inserting in-between the material having an electric permMvity smaller than that of 
the dielectric crystal that forms the dielectrio crystal portions. 

[01 09] From the above arguments, there is realized a wavelength tunable optical filter with advanced features that is 
capable of operating on a low voltage and changing the wavelength in a wide wavelength band, as illustrated in the 
following embodiments. 

[01 10] Next, the sixth to the tenth embodiment will be explained in detail. The following embodiments are intended 
for purposes of explanation only and intended not to restrict the scope of the present Invention. Therefore, although 
those skilled in the art can adopt various kinds of alterations or modifications containing each and every element, those 
alterations and the like also fall into the scope of the present Invention. 

(A sixth embodiment) 

[011 1] FIG. 1 1 is a schematic diagram of a wavelength tunable optical filter 1 1 0 according to a sixth embodiment of 
the present invention. As shown in FIG. 11 , a wavelength tunable optical filter 1 1 0 is formed on a glass substrate 1 1 6 
and has an insulating layer 1 1 3 formed between dielectriccryetal portions (dielectric crystal plates) 1 1 2, 1 1 7. Furtheimore 
dielectric multilayerfilm mirrors 1 1 1 , 1 1 5 are an-anged on the outer side thereof. The above construction constitutes the 
Fabry-Perot etalon type filter. 

[01 1 2] Moreover, two electrodes 1 1 8 are fomied on the side face of the dielectric crystal portion 1 1 2 so as to oppose 

with each other. Similarly, two electrodes 1 14 are fonned on the side face of the dielectric crystal portion 11 7 so as to 

oppose with each other. The electrodes 1 1 4, 1 1 8 are fonned of metal by vacuum evaporation. 

[0113] The wavelength tunable optical filter 110 has four edges of 50 micrometers each, seen from the direction of 

the incident light, and thereby the spacing between two electrodes 1 14 (118) Is also 50 micrometers. 

[01 14] The electrode 11 4 is formed so as to generate an electric field In a direction parallel to the page of Fli3 1 1 in 

the lower dielectric crystal portion 117. Similariy, the electrode 1 18 is formed so as to generate an electric field in a 

direction petpendicularto the page of FIG. 1 1 . That is, two eieotnc fields are generated respectively in the two directions 

that intersect perpendicularly with the direction of incident light (the transmission direction), and intersect perpendicularly 

[0115] The dielectric crystal portions 112. 117 are formed of the KLTN ctystai, and the composition thereof is 
Ko.gpLio.osTao.es'^bo.ssOj. Although the composition ratio of Li is 0.03 in this embodiment, a Li composition ratio of even 
0.001 can make the crystal exhibit aseoond-orderphase transition. Also, at a Li composition ratio of up to 0. 1 , the crystal 
can maintain a cubic system, which Is feasible for a practical use. Especially, a range of 0.01-0.06 In the composition 



11 



MSDOOID; ■sEP__i669«6AU_> 



EP 1 659 445 A1 



ratio, a high quality crystal having an eiectric permittivity of 20,000 or more is realized. 

[01 16] An operation temperature of the wavelength tunable optical filter is 20 degrees Celsius and the relative electric 
pennittivity of the dielectric crystal Is 30,000 at 20 degrees Celsius. The phase transition temperature may be set over 
a broad range by changing the composition ratio of Nb and Ta. For example, when the composition ratio of Ta is 0.5, 
5 the phase transition temperature is 1 00 degrees Celsius, and when the ratio is 0.9, the phase transilion temperature is 
-1 00 degrees Celsius. Therefore, if the composition ratio of Ta is In this range, a feasible filter Is obtained with the aid 
of a cooling/heating apparatus. 

[0117] The crystal having a phase transition temperature of -20 to 80 degrees Celsius that can be controlled with a 
Peltier device is more desirable, and in this case, the composition ratio of Ta has to be In a 0.55-0.7 range. Furthennore, 
'0 in order to make power consumption of the Peltier device as small as possible, the phase transition temperature should 
be desirably around room temperature. When the phase transition temperature is set in a range of 1 0-40 degrees Celsius, 
the composition ratio of Ta has to be set to 0.6-0.67. 

[0118] As mentioned above, since a smaller difference between the oparation temperature and the phase transition 
temperature yields a higher efficiency of the wavelength tunable optical filter, it Is desirable to make the two temperatures 
« coincide as close as possible with each other. When a temperature fluctuation of the Peltier device and a reduction in 
efficiency of the electro-optic effect are pemiltted to 1 percent, the difference between the two temperatures can be in 
a range of 0.2 to 10 degrees Celsius (0.2 degrees Celsius <(T-Tc) < 10 degree Celsius, wherein T Is an operation 
temperature and Tc is phase transition temperature). 

[01 19] The insulating layer 1 13 is formed of TeOg system glass. The reason why TeOj system glass is used is that 
20 a refractive index is almost identical to the KLTN crystal and a refractive index can be equal to that of KLTN by adjusting 
its composition, thereby reducing an optical reflection at the interface therebetween. The thickness of the insulating layer 
1 1 3 is adjusted to X(lambday2. 

[01 20] The dielectric multilayer film min-ors 1 11 , 1 1 5 are fontied of SiOj/NbgOg, which is a generally used material. 
[01 21] The wavelength tunable optical filter 1 1 0 is Intended to be used in a telecom window of 1 530-1 570 nm (C band), 

2s and accordingly designed so as to have the center wavelength of 1 570 nm when no electric field is produced. In addition, 
in order to realize a wavelength tunable range of 40 nm, FSR of the wavelength tunable optical filter is set to be 40 nm. 
In this case, the thicl<ness of the dielectric crystal portions 1 12, 1 1 7 is set to be about 13 micrometers in total. Therefore, 
the dielectric crystal portions 112, 1 1 7 have a thickness of about 6.5 micrometers each. A passband is adjusted with 
the reflectance of the mirrors, and in this embodiment, the dielectric multilayer film mln-ons 1 1 1 , 1 1 5 are designed so as 

30 to have a reflectance of 90 % at 1 570 nm. 

[0122] The dielectric crystal portions 112. 117 (KLTN) used in this embodiment have the quadratic electro-optic effect 
as mentioned above. The amount of refractive-index change In each direction of the electric field in the configuration of 
FIG. 1 lis expressed in the following equations (5) and (6): 



Anj. = -1/2 K no^ X gi2 " E 0^ X £ >« (5) 



An// = -1/2 X no^ " gii " £ 0^ X E X B^* (5) 

where An± is a refractive-index change in a direction perpendicularto the direction of an electric field; An^/ is a refractive- 
index change in a direction parallel to the direction of an electric field; ng is a refractive index before an electric-field is 
■*5 applied; Eq is the electric pennittivity of vacuum; is a relative electric pemiittlvity; g^ and g^a are quadratic electro- 
optic constants; and E is an applied electric field. By the way, g.,^ and 9,2 are equal to 0.136 m^/C^ and -0.038 m^/C^, 
respectively. 

[0123] As apparent from the equations (5) and (6), the refractive index changes differently depending on the direction 
of an applied electric field, Therefore, the total amount of refractive Index changes when two electric fields are generated 
so in the direction perpendicularto a transmission direction of incident light is expressed from an addition of the equations 
(5) and (6) as follows: 



Ani = -1/2 X no' x (g^ + gij) x e 0^ x E x (7) 



[01 24] Therefore, a refractive Index changes equally for 2 kinds of polarization that Is ori:hogonal with a transmission 
direction of light, and therefore polarization independent operation Is realized. 
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[01 25] FIG. 1 2 is a schematic view of a wavelength tunable optical filter modile equipped with the wavelength tunable 
optical filter 110 shown in FIG. 11. 

[01 26] The wavelength tunable optical filter 1 1 0 is secured on the substrate 1 25 with a solder, the substrate 1 25 having 
a wiring pattern. An electrode 126 is connected with a body electrode 127 by wire bonding, the casing electrode 127 
5 being formed on a casing 123. 

[0127] Light 129 exited from an optic fiber 124 enters the wavelength tunable optical filter 110 through a collimator 
lens 1 22 and then passes through the filter 1 1 0. Then, the light 1 29 enters the optical fiber 1 28 on the exit side through 
the collimator lens 122. 

[01 28] FIG. 1 3 is a schematic view of a measurement system 300 including a wavelength tunable optical filter module 
10 200 in FIG. 12. In this measurement system, the light emitted from an ASE (incoherent) light source 131 enters the 

wavelength tunable optical filter module 200, and is then detected by an optical spectrum analyzer 1 32. 

[0129] When carrying out a high-speed operation measurement, the voltage generated by a function generator 133 

is amplified with an amplifier 134 and the amplified voltage Is applied to the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 10 (FIG. 

12) of the wavelength tunable optical filter module 200. Then, a photo detector (PD) 135 detects the light exiting from 
is the filter 1 1 0 concerned, and the response characteristic Is observed with an oscilloscope 1 36. 

[0130] FIG. 1 4 illustrates a transmission spectrum of the wavelength tunable optical filter shown in FIG. 11. FIG. 15 

illustrates a 3dB passband of the wavelength tunable optical filtershown in FIG. 1 1 . 

[0131] The center wavelength of the transmission peal< of the wavelength tunable optical filter 110 is 1570 nm as 
designed, and the FSR turns out to be 40 nm. In addition, in this embodiment, the transmission spectrum width specified 
20 by 3dB by the 3db coupler 37 is 1 3.5GHz. Moreover, an extinction ratio of -40dB with respect to a stopband is obtained. 
[0132] FIG. 1 6 illustrates a wavelength tunable characteristic of the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 1 0 shown in 
FIG. 1 1. As apparent from FIG. 16, the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 10 Is capable of changing the wavelength in 
the passband by 40 nm by application of a voltage of 75 V. 

[0133] FIG. 1 7 Is a figure illustrating the high-speed response characteristic of the wavelength tunable optical filter 
25 1 10 of FIG. 1 1 . The high-speed response characteristic was measured as follows. First, after the wavelength tunable 
optical filter 1 1 0 was arranged into the collimate optical system using two lenses, the filter 1 1 0 was mounted on the fiber 
conneotable package. Then, the metal wiring connected to the transparent electrode of the filter 1 1 0 was connected to 
the casing with a gold wire, thereby finishing a module. Next, the light from the ASE light source 131 (FIG. 13) was 
introduced into the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 1 0 through the optical fiber connected to the module, and the exit 
30 light that has passed through the 1570 nm band path filter was detected by the photodetector. 

[0134] Then, a rectangular voltage of 1 GHz generated from the pulse pattern generator 133 is amplified with an 
amplifier and a repetition voltage of 75 V is applied to electrodes 1 14, 1 1 8 (FIG. 1 1 ) of the wavelength tunable optical 
filter 1 1 0 to observe a wavelength change of the light exiting from the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 1 0. From FIG. 
7, It Is understood that the light exiting from the wavelength tunable optical filter 110 responses to the applied voltage 
3S and a wavelength shift of 40 nm Is achieved at 1 GHz (time needed for the change: 0.6 nsec). 

[0135] As described above, according to the wavelength tunable optioal filter 1 1 0 in this embodiment, it has been 
found that a wavelength change of 40 nm can be realized by application of a voltage of 75 V and the a rapid response 
that enables an add/drop of a packet can be realized. 

[01 36] By the way, in this embodiment, a TeOg system glass is used as the insulating layer 1 1 3, Insulating materials 
40 having a lower relative electric permittivity than that of KLTN, such as SlOg, AigOg, polymer, and these complexes can 
be used for the insulating layer 113. 

(A seventh embodiment) 

45 [0137] A seventh embodiment will be explained hereafter. FIG. 1 8A is a schematic view illustrating a configuration of 
a wavelength tunable optical filter 180 according to the seventh embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 18B is a 
plane view illustrating an electrode 187 of the wavelength tunable optical filter 180 shown in FIG. ISA. FIG. 18C is a 
plane view Illustrating another electrode of the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 80 shown in FIG. 1 8A. 
[0138] This wavelength tunable optical filter 1 80 has the same configuration as the wavelength tunable optical filter 

50 1 1 0 In the sixth embodiment except for the shape of an electrode, as shown in FIG. 1 8A. Specif loally, the wavelength 
tunable optioal filter 1 80 Is constituted by laminating a dielectric multilayer mirror 1 85 arranged on a glass substrate 1 86, 
a dielectric crystal 184 on which a rectangular electrode 1 87 (refer to FIG. 18C) has been arranged, an insulating layer 
183, the dielectric ciystal 182 on which an rectangular electrode 188 (refer to FIG. IBB) has been anBnged, and a 
dielectric multilayer-film mirror 181 . 

55 [0139] Since the longitudinal edge of each of the two electrodes 1 87, 188 lies mutually at a right angle, two electric 
fields are generated in the two directions that intersect perpendicularly with each other. Moreover, since light is incident 
on perpendicularly on the upper surface of the dielectric multilayer-film min-or 181, the two electric fields generated in 
the two above-mentioned directions also intersect perpendicularly with the direction of Incident light (the transmission 
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direction), as shown in FIG. 18A. 

[0140] Moreover, since tlie electrodes 187, 188 are configured as above, uniform electric fields are applied In the 
dielectric crystal portions 182,184. Also, according to the electrodes 187, 188 having such a configuration, the chip size 
required for mounting is prevented from becoming large, and the electrode spacing can be reduced down to 1 0 microm- 
s eters. 

[0141] In addition, Te02 system glass is used as the insulating layer 183 as is the case with the wavelength tunable 
optical filter 1 1 0 according to the sixth embodiment. 

[01 42] The optical transmission characteristics of the wavelength tunable optical filter 1 80 are the same as that of the 
wavelength tunable optical filter 1 1 0 according to the sixth embodiment, and change of the filter characteristics by having 
10 changed the configuration of the electrodes has not been seen. Also, no significant difference has been found in two 
polarization components that intersect perpendicularly. 

[01 43] FIG. 1 9 lilustratas the wavelength tunable characteristics of a wavelength tunable optical filter 8. In this em- 
bodiment, while the electric field required for realizing a desired wavelength change is the same as that of the wavelength 
tunable optical filter according to the sixth embodiment, the electrode spacing can be set arbitrarily. Also, since an 

15 effective voltage to be applied is in inverse proportion to the electrode spacing, the voltage can be reduced by narrowing 
the electrode spacing. In this embodiment, a wavelength change of 40 nm Is realized by applying a voltage of 1 5 V to 
the electrodes having a lO-micrometer spacing as shown in FIG. 19. Furthermore, using electrodes having a 5-micrometer 
spacing, the same change of 40 nm turns out to be possible by applying a voltage of as small as 8 V. 
[01 44] However, if an electrode spacing is decreased, an effective opening for incident light to pass through becomes 

20 small, which then requires accuracy In mounting. Therefore, an electrode spacing needs to be designed with a consid- 
eration of whether a low voltage or a mounting accuracy Is prioritized 

[0145] By the way, while a Te02 system glass was used as the Insulating layer 183 In this embodiment, any Insulating 
material such as SiOg, Al^Og, polymer, and these complexes, can be used to realize the above wavelength tunable 
optical filter. If the material has a lower relative electric pennittivlty than KLTN. 
25 [01 46] By adopting the configuration In the above embodiment, the wavelength tunable optical filter Is realized in which 
an electrode spacing is set Indspsndently of a desired FSR and thereby a low voltage drive and wavelength change in 
a broader band are realized. 

(An eighth embodiment) 

30 

[0147] In an eighth embodiment, a multi-stags wavelength tunable optical filter will be described. The multi-stage 
wavelength tunable optical filter is configured so as to have two wavelength tunable optical filters each having almost 
the same configuration as the wavelength tunable optical filter according to seventh embodiment and having a different 
FSR of 1 0 nm and 8 nm, respectively, the two wavelength tunable opticalfilter being combined In series via the dielectric 
35 multilayer-film mirror. The center wavelength of the penetration spectrum of each wavelength tunable optical filter at the 
time of no electric field applied was set as 1 570 nm. 

[01 48] FIG. 20 Is a schematic view of a wavelength tunable optical filter 1 00 according to the eighth embodiment of 
the present invention. 

[01 49] The wavelength tunable optical filter 1 00 isconfigured by stacl<ing a dielectric multilayer-film mirror209 disposed 

•«> on a glass substrate 21 1 , a dielectric crystal portion 208 on which a rectangular electrode 21 2 is arranged, an insulating 
layer 207, a dielectric crystal portion 206 on which a rectangular electrode 213 Is an-anged, and a dieleotrio multliayer- 
film mirror 205, a dielectric crystal portion 204 on which a rectangular electrode 21 4 is arranged, an insulating layer 203, 
a dielectric crystal portion 202 on which a rectangular electrode 21 5 is arranged, and a dielectric multilayer-film min-or 
201. in other words, the wavelength tunable optical filter 100 in this embodiment is constituted so as to have two 

45 wavelength tunable optical filters 1 80 according to sixth embodiment superposed with each other. 

[0150] Since the longitudinal edge of electrodes 212, 213, 214, and 215 lies at a right angle alternately, the electric 
fields intersecting petpendioulariy to a direction of incident light (the transmission direction) and intersecting petpendic- 
ulariy with the adjacent electric field alternately will be generated iri the dielectric crystal portions 208, 206, 204, and 202. 
[0151] FIG 21 illustrates a transmission spectrum of the wavelength tunable optical filter 100 shown in FIG. 20. As 

so apparent from FIG. 21, an extinction ratio of -40 dS with respect to a stopband is realized in a wavelength range from 
1530 nm to 1670 nm. The large extinction ratio results from the fact that the transmission spectrum (peak wavelength) 
of the two-stage filter having two independent filters each having a different FSR of 8 nm and 1 0 nm appears only at 
intervals of the least common multiple of the two FSRs. In this embodiment, since the least common multiple Is 40 nm, 
only one transmission peak exists in the wavelength band to be used. 

55 [0152] A transmission wavelength of a Fabry-Perot etalon type wavelength filter is expressed as. 
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A = C / (m Av) (8) 

s where, C is the velocity of light, m is an integer, and Av is an FSR of a desired filter. 
[0153] Moreover, Av is expressed as, 



Av=C/{2nl) (9). 



Here, n is a refractive index and I is the thicl<ness of a dieleotrio ciystal portion. 

[0154] From the above equation, a w/avelength tunable optical filter having a desired FSR is designed by changing 
the thickness of the dielectric crystal portion of a wavelength tunable optical filter based on the equation (8). Also from 
'5 the equation (8), It is possible to determine that the transmission peak corresponding to a certain number m Is used for 

a desired wavelength. 

[0155] When such a configuration is adopted, a wavelength tunable optical filter having a broad wavelength tunable 
range along with an FSR (or wavelength variable width) that is smaller than a desired wavelength tunable range can be 
obtained. According to a conventional configuration in which two separate wavelength tunable optical filters having a 
20 different FSRs are combined, since thethickness of a KLTN crystal becomes thick with a reduction in FSR, high application 
voltage is needed even if a small wavelength variable width Is realized. 

[0156] For example, although a voltage of 65V Is needed in order to obtain a wavelength variable width of 1 0 nm with 
the wavelength tunable optical filter having an FSR of 10 nm, a 10 nm wavelength tunable range can be realized by 
application of a voltage of 7. 5V, according to the electrode configuration that the wavelength tunable optical filter 100 
25 in this embodiment has. This Is equivalent to about 1/1 0 compared to conventional filters, and serves as a basis of the 
advantages of this Invention. 

(A ninth embodiment) 

30 [01 57] A wavelength tunable optical filter according to a ninth embodiment corresponds to a modification of the wave- 
length tunable optical filter according to the seventh embodiment and has a dielectric crystal portion formed of a BaTiOg 
crystal instead of a KLTN crystal. By the way, the only difference between the wavelength tunable optical filters in this 
embodiment and in the seventh embodiment lies in the above respect. 

[0158] In this case, since the phase transition temperature is 109 degrees Celsius, an operation temperature is as 
35 high as 1 10 degrees Celsius. However, the wavelength tunable range of 40 nm is realized by application of a voltage 
of 15 V. 

[01 59] Moreover, a response speed is substantially the same as that of the wavelength tunable optical filter accorxJing 
to the seventh embodiment, which means that the wavelength tunable optical filter aooordingto the ninth embodiment 
can respond to an application of voltage at 1 GHz. 

[01 60] Moreover, even if the wavelength tunable optical filter according to the seventh embodiment is fabricated using 
a BaTiOg crystal, substantially the same operating characteristics as that of the wavelength tunable optical filter using 
a KLTN crystal according to the seventh embodiment are realized. 

(A tenth embodiment) 

45 

[0161] A wavelengthtunableopticalfiltaraccordingto this embodimentcorrespondstoamodificationofthe wavelength 
tunable optical filter according to the ninth embodiment, and has a dielectric crystal portion formed of a Bao.rgSro iyTxO.^ 
instead of a BaTlOg crystal. By the way, the difference between the wavelength tunable optical filter according to this 
embodiment and the wavelength tunable optical filter according to the ninth embodiment lies only in the above-mentioned 
50 respect. 

[01 62} In this case, the phase transition temperature is 9 degrees Celsius, and an operation temperature Is 1 0 degrees 
Celsius. By replacing part of Ba with Sr, the operation temperature can be set to temperatures around room temperature. 
The other characteristics are substantially the same as those of the wavelength tunable optical filter according to ninth 
embodiment Moreover, even if PLZT is used as a dielectric crystal portion, substantially the same wavelength tunable 
5s width is obtained. 
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(An Eleventh to a fourteenth embodiment) 

[01 63] Prior to an explanation of an eleventh to a fourteenth embodiment, the basic principle of these embodiments 
will be explained in line with the basic principle of the first tc the tenth embodiments mentioned above. 
[0164] First, a characteristics of a Fabry-Perot etalon type wavelength tunable optical filter is explained. FSR and 
Finess are cited as criteria for describing the characteristics of a Fabry-Perot etalon. The center frequency of the 
passband of a Fabry-Perot etalon Is expressed as follows: 



v„=mc/(2nl cos 9) ( 10 ) 



where, n is a rsfraotlve index; I is a resonator length; 6 (theta) is an angle of the etalon with respect to a direction of 
incident light; and c is the velocity of light in vacuum. 

[0165] Since an FSR (Free Spectral Range) is a spacing between adjoining two passband center wavelengths ex- 
pressed with the equation (10), the FSR is expressed as: 



FSR » v„,i - v„ = c /(2 n 1 cos 0) (11) 



[01 66] In addition, Finess is a value that expresses a broadening of a passband and expressed as: 



Plness = FSR / Avi/a = TC - R) (12) 



where, Avy2 is a full width at half maximum; and R is a reflectivity of the min-orthat constitutes a resonator. 
[01 67] From the equation (1 0), in order to change the passband center frequency, either one of a refractive Index n, 
the resonator length 1, and the angle e of the etalon needs to be changed. Therefore, when these parameters are 
changed, a wavelength tunable optical filter can be realized. IVlany of wavelength tunable optical filters available in the 
market change a resonator length to change a wavelength, because a broader wavelength tunable range is realized 
when the resonator length 1 among the three parameters is changed. 

[01 68] However, since a mechanical operation is indispensably required in order to change the resonator length 1 (or 
the angle 8 of an etalon). it is not suitable for high-speed operation. 

[0169] On the other hand, according to a method of changing a refractive index n, it Is possible to change the center 
wavelength of the passband without any mechanical operation. As a method of changing a refractive index, thermo- 
optie (TO) effect, aoousto-optio (AO) effect, and electro-optic (EO) effect can be cited. Among these, TO effect is rather 
unsuitable because this effect only is able to exhibit a response of an order of a few milliseconds. In addition, since AO 
effect yields only a small change in refractive Index, this effect cannot Induce a sufficient change in refractive Index, 
although AO effect is more suitable for high-speed operation if compared with TO effect. 

[01 70] In contrast to the above two effects, EO effect is suitable for a wavelength tunable optical filter requiring a high- 
speed operation, since the effect is suitable for a high-speed operation and obtains a sufficient change in reftBctive 
index. EO effect is categorized into the following two effects: the linear electro-optic effect (Pockels effect) and the 
quadratic electro-optic effect (Ken- effect). The linear electro-optic effect exhibits its characteristic in proportion to electric- 
field intensity, and refractive-index change Is expressed as: 



an - - no Xeff E / 2 (13) . 



where, no is a refractive index at the time of no electric field applied; r^ff is an effective value of the linear electro-optic 
constant; and E Is electric-field intensity. 

[0171] On the other hand, the quadratic electro-optic effect exhibits its characteristic in proportiion to the square of 
electric-field intensity, and a refractive-index change is expressed as; 
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An = no^ si2 / 2 (14) 



where, no Is a refractive index at the time of no electric field applied and E is electric-field intensity. Moreover, s■^2 is 
defined by the following equation (1 5). 



si2 = £ o' £ r' 9i2 (15) 

10 

where, Sq is the electric pennittivity of vacuum; e,. is a relative electric permittivity inherent in a substance; and 9,2 is an 
eieotro-optio constant of the substance. 

[01 72] Therefore, since use of the quadradic electro-optic effect brings about a refractive index change in proportion 
1S to the square of the applied voltage, a desired refractive index is induced by applying relatively small vottage. Furthermore, 
the electro-optic effect can respond to an application of high frequency voltage of about 1 GHz in principle. 
[0173] However, since an applicable voltage per unit thicl<ness of a substance has always a limit, the voltage cannot 
be increased as much as possible. 

[0174] Then, in the eleventh to the fourteenth embodiment, a multi-stage wavelength tunable optical filter including 
20 two or more wavelength tunable optical filters exemplified in the first to the tenth embodiment will be proposed. In this 
type of optical filter, each wavelength tunable optical fifter is arranged along a transmission direction of light Incident 
upon the dielectric crystal portion of the filters. Moreover, each wavelength tunable optical filter is desirably arranged so 
as to be inclined at 2 degrees or more compared with a parallelly arranged position. Also, each wavelength tunable 
optical fitter Is desirably configured such that they are temperature-controlled and a voltage Is applied while the temper- 
as ature thereof Is kept constant. With this configuration, FSR can be changed and a desired passband can be obtained. 
Since each wavelength tunable optical filter has the excellent characteristics of a high-speed operation, a low drive 
voltage and a broad wavelength tunable range as mentioned above, a multi-stage wavelength tunable optical filter can 
also realize a high performance that the conventional wavelength tunable optical filters have never realized. 
[0175] By the way, "to be inclined at 2 degrees or more compared with a parallelly arranged position" means that a 
30 plane perpendicular to the transmission direction of the light incident upon the dielectric crystal is inclined at 2 degrees 
or more with respect to a plane with which a crystal axis of the dielectric crystal intersects. The same is true in the similar 
expression hereinafter 

[0176] In addition, even if each filter is inclined at 2 degrees or more, the operational effect demonstrated when a 
crystal axis of a dielectric crystal is in agreement with a transmission direction of light is not deteriorated significantly.. 

35 Forthis reason, in the following explanation, it Is assumed that the crystal axis of a dielectric crystal is in agreement with 
a transmission direction of light even when the filter is arranged with an inclination angle of 2 degrees or more. 
[0177] Next, each of the eleventh to the fourteenth embodiments is explained specifically. The following embodiments 
are intended for purposes of illustration only and are not Intended to limit the scope of the invention. Therefore, although 
those skilled in the art can adopt various kinds of modifications or alterations containing all or every element of the 

''0 invention, those are also included In the scope of this invention. 

(An eleventh embodiment) 

[01 78] FIG. 22 is a schematic view illustrating a wavelength tunable optical fitter that constitutes a multi-stage wave- 
4s length tunable optical filter according to the eleventh embodiment. A wavelength tunable optical filter 201 is configured 
so that transparent electrodes 2012, 2013 are disposed on both sides of a dielectric crystal portion 201 1 fonned of a 
thinned dielectric crystal and then on the outer sides thereof are disposed dielectric multilayer min-ors 2014, 2015, 
respectively. In other words, the wavelength tunable optical filter 201 has the same configuration as that in the first to 
the fifth embodiment. 

so [0179] FIG.23isaschematlcviewofatwo-stagewavelengthtunableopticalfilteraccordingtotheeteventhembodiment 
of the present invention. In FIG. 23, wavelength tunable optical filters 2021, 2022 have the same configuration of the 
wavelength tunable optical filter 201 shown in FIG, 22. 

[01 80] A dietectriccrystal portion 201 1 of the wavelength tunable optical filters 2021 , 2022 is fonned of KLTN. A phase 
transition temperature of KLTN can be adjusted to -15 degrees Celsius by controlling a composition ratio of Li and Nb. 
£5 [01 81] Specifically, the composition of the dielectric crystal is Kq 9gLioo4Tao 77Nbo 23O3. Although the Li composition 
ratio is 0.04 in this embodiment, a Li composition ratio of even 0.001 can make the crystal exhibit a second-order phase 
transition. Also, at a Li composition ratio of up to 0.1 , the crystal can maintain a cubic system, which is feasible for a 
practical use. Particularly, a Li composition ratio from 0.01 to 0.06 leads to a high quality crystal and a relative electric 
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permittivity of 20,000 or more. 

[0182] An operation temperature of tlie wavelength tunabie optical filters 2021, 2022 is -15 degrees Celsius and a 
relative electric pennittivity of the dielectric crystal is 25,000 at around -15 degrees Celsius. 

[0183] As shown in FIG. 22, the wavelength tunable optical filter 201 in this embodiment is configured by sandwiching 
the dielectric crystal portion 201 1 fomied of a dielectric crystal (a KLTN crystal plate) with ITO transparent electrodes 
2012, 2013 and then disposing dielectric multilayer mirrors 2014, 2015 on the outer sides of the electrodes 201 2, 2013. 
[0184] The dielectric multilayer mirrors 2014, 2015 are formed of SiOj/NbgOj, which is a generally used material. 
[0185] Referring to FIG. 23, a two-stage wavelength tunable optical filter 2020 according to the eleventh embodiment 
will be described in detail. The two-stage wavelength tunable optical filter 2020 has two wavelength tunable optical filters 
2021 , 2022, each of which has a respectively different FSR. The wavelength tunable optical filter 2021 has an FSR of 
600 GHz; and the wavelength tunable optical filter 2022 has an FSR of 700 GHz. A combination of these two wavelength 
tunable optical filters realizes an FSR of 4.2 terahertz (THz) as described hereinafter. 

[0186] In orderto realize an FSRof 4.2 THz, the center frequency in the passband of each wavelength tunable optical 
filter 2021, 2022 needs to be shifted as much as an FSR. The center frequency is expressed as the equation (10). 
Changing "n" in the equation using an electro-optic effect causes a shift of the canter frequency. In KLTN, gig is -0.038 
m4yc2; = is 25,000; and sq is 8.854 x 10-12. By substituting these values into the equations (10), (14) and (15), it is 
understood that a thickness of the KLTN crystal is 1 15 micrometers and an applied voltage is 1 1 1 V in the wavelength 
tunable optical filter 2021 having an FSR of 600 GHz, whereas a thicl<ness of the KLTN crystal is 99 micrometers and 
an applied voltage is 96 V in the wavelength tunable optical filter 2022 having an FSR of 700 GHz. 
[0187] When a voltage to applied per a thickness of one micrometer is calculated from the applied voltage and the 
thickness obtained above, the voltage is found out to be 0.S6 V/micrometer and 0.97 V/micrometer for the wavelength 
tunable optical filter 2021 (FSR = 600 GHz) and 2022 (FSR := 700 GHz), respectively. 

[01 88] By arranging these two wavelength tunable optteal filters 2021 , 2022 along a transmission direction of light as 
shown In FIG. 23, the two-stage wavelength tunable optical filter according to the eleventh embodiment is obtained. By 
the way, reference marks 2023, 2024 designate a micro lens and reference marks 2052, 2026 designate a single mode 
optical fiber. 

[01 89] Also shown, each of the two wavelength tunable optical filters 2021 , 2022 is inclined at 2 degrees In comparison 
with a parallelly an-anged position in which the two filters 2021, 2022 are disposed parallelly with each other. The distance 
between neighboring fitters is about 2 mm. Light having a wavelength of 1.55 micrometers that passes through the 
optical fiber is made into a light beam having a diameter of 250 micrometers by micro lenses 2023, 2024 and then 
introduced into the wavelength tunable optical fitters 2021 , 2022. When the filters are entirely kept at -1 3 degrees Celsius 
by a Pettier device and its optical properties are measured, an FSR of 4.1 THz is obtained. 

[01 90] Next, when a center wavelength shift Is measured by applying a voltage to the wavelength tunable opticai filters 
2021 , 2022, a shift corresponding to an FSR of 4.1 THz is observed. From these results, it has been found that the two- 
stage wavelength tunable optical fitter accoreling to this embodiment functions as a fitter having a wide FSR of 4.1 THz. 

(A twelfth embodiment) 

[01 91 ] FIG. 24 is a schematic view of a three-stage wavelength tunable optical fitter according to a twelfth embodiment 
of the present invention. As shown, a three-stage wavelength tunable optieal fitter 2030 Includes three wavelength 
tunable optical filters 2031 , 2032, 2033. 

[01 92] These three wavelength tunable optical filters 2031 , 2032, 2033 have the same configuration as the wavelength 
tunabie optical fittershown in FIG. 22. In otherwords, the wavelength tunableopfical fitters 2031 , 2032, 2033 are obtained 
by configuring a Fabry-Perot etalon so that that a dielectric crystal portion 2011 formed of a dielectric crystal (a KLTN 
crystal plate) is sandwiched by ITO transparent electrodes 2012, 2013 and then on the both side thereof are disposed 
dielectric multilayer mirrors 2014, 2015, respectively. 

[01 93] The dielectric crystal portion 201 1 in these wavelength tunable optical filters is fonned of KLTN, of which phase 
transition temperature is adjusted to be -1 5 degrees Celsius by adjusting the composition ratio of Li and Nb. Specifically, 
the dielectric crystal has a composition of Ko.96Llo.04Tao.77Nbo.23O3. Although the Li composition ratio is 0.04 in this 
embodiment, the Li composition ratio of 0,001 assures a second-order phase transition and the Li composition of 0.1 
realizes a cubic system, which is feasible for a practical use. Especially, in a range of 0.01 to 0.06 in the Li composition 
ratio, a high quality crystal having an electric pennittivity of 20,000 or more is realized. 

[01 94] The operation temperature of the wavelength tunable optical filters 2031 , 2032, 2033 is -15 degrees Celsius 

and a relative electric pemiittivity of the dielectric crystal portion thereof is 25,000 at -15 degrees Celsius. 

[0195] In addition, the dielectric multilayer mirrors 2014, 2015 are formed of SiOg/NbgOs, which is a generally used 

material. 

[0196] The wavelength tunable optical filters 2031 , 2032, 2033 have a respectively different FSR, Specifically, the 
wavelength optical filters 2031, 2032, and 3033 have an FSR of 300 GHz, 400 GHz and 600 GHz, respectively. By 
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combining these three filters 2031 , 2032, 2033, an FSR of 6.0 THz is realized as described below. 
[0197] In order to obtain an FSR of 6.0 THz, the center wavelength in the passband of each wavelength tunable optical 
filter needs to be shifted by as much as an FSR. The center wavelength in the passband is expressed by the equation 
10. By changing "n" In the equation (10) by use of electro-optic effect, the center wavelength can be shifted. Since g^g 
is equal to -0.038 m^/C^; is equal to 25,000; and Is equal to 8.854 x 1 0-12 jt is understood by substituting these 
values into the equations (10), (14) and (15) that a KLTN thickness is 230 micrometers and an applied voltage is 94 
volts for the wavelength tunable optical filter 2031 having an FSR of 300 GHz; a KLTN thickness is 173 micrometers 
and an applied voltage is 1 12 volts for the wavelength tunable optical filter 2032 having an FSR of 400 GHz; and a KLTN 
thickness Is 138 micrometers and an applied voltage is 1 13 volts for the wavelength tunable optical filter 2033 having 
an FSR of 500 GHz. 

[0198] When a voltage to be applied per one micrometer is calculated with the applied voltage and the thickness 
obtained above, the voltage is found to be 0.41 V/mlcrometer, 0.65 V/mlcrometsr, and 0.82 V/miorometerfor wavelength 
tunable optical filters 2031, 2032, 2033, respectively. 

[01 99] The three-stage wavelength tunable optical filter according to this embodiment is obtained by arranging these 
wavelength tunable optical filters 2031, 2032, 2033 along the transmission direction of light. 

[0200] By the way, reference marks 2034. 2035 represent a micro lens and reference marks 2036, 2037 represent a 
single mode optical filter. 

[0201] In addition, each of the three wavelength tunable optical filters 2031 , 2032, 2033 is Inclined at 2 degrees in 
comparison with a parallelly an^nged position as shown in FIG. 24. In other words, a plane Intersecting orthogonally 
with a crystal axis of the dielectric crystal constituting the dielectric crystal portion of the wavelength tunable optical filter 
is inclined at 2 degrees with respect to the plane intersecting orthogonally with the transmission direction of light. The 
distance between neighboring filters is about 2 mm. Light having a wavelength of 1.55 micrometers that passes through 
the optical fiber is made into a light beam having a diameter of 250 micrometers by micro lenses 2034 (2035) and then 
introduced intothe three-stage wavelength tunable opticalfllter2030. When thefilter2030 is entirely keptatatemperature 
of -13 degrees Celsius by a Peltier device and Its optical properties are measured, an FSR of 5.8 THz is obtained. 
[0202] Next, when a voltage Is applied to the wavelength tunable optical filters 2031 , 2032, 2033 and a shift of the 
center wavelength in the passband is measured, an FSR shift of 4.1 THz is obtained. This means that the three-stage 
wavelength tunable optical filter according to this embodiment functions as a filter. 

[0203] FSRs of 5. 8 THz and 4. 1 THz are large enough and lis within a feasible range for a proper operation of the 
wavelength tunable optical filter. Therefore, it has been found thatthe three-stage wavelength tunable optical filter that 
operates at high speed is obtained by utiiizing the wavelength tunable optical filters having an FSR of 300 GHz, 400 
GHz, and 500 GHz, respectively. 

(A thirteenth embodiment) 
35 

[0204] FIG. 25 is a schematic view of a four-stage wavelength tunable optical filter according to a thirteenth embodiment 
of the present invention. As shown, the four-stage wavelength tunable optical filter includes four wavelength tunable 
optical filters 2041. 2042, 2043, 2044. 

[0205] These four wavelength tunable optical filters have substantially the same configuration as the filter described 

^0 in the sixth embodiment shown in FIG. 1 1 . 

[0206] In other words, the wavelength tunable optical filters 2041 , 2042, 2043, 2044 are each obtained so that ITO 
transparent electrodes 2012, 2013 are disposed on both sides of a dielectric crystal portion 201 1 fomied of a dielectric 
crystal (a KLTN crystal plate) and then on the outer sides thereof are disposed dielectric multilayer mirrors 2014, 2015. 
[0207] The dielectric crystal portion 201 1 Iscomposed of a dielectric crystalfonned of KLTN. By adjusting acomposition 

45 ratio of Li and Nb, a phase transition temperature of the crystal can be set to -15 degrees Celsius. 

[0208] Specifically, the dielectric crystal concerned has a composition of K0.g6Lio.04Tao 77Nbo.ggO3. Although the Li 
composition ratio is 0.04 in this embodiment, a Li composition ratio of 0.001 assures a second order phase transition 
and a Li composition of 0.1 realizes a cubic system. Especially, in a range of 0.01 to 0.06 in the composition ratio, a 
high quality crystal having an electric pennittlvity of 20,000 or more is realized. 

50 [0209] An operation temperature of the wavelength tunable optical filters 2041, 2042, 2043, 2044 is -15 degrees 
Celsius and the relative electric permittivity of the dielectric crystal is 25,000 at around -15 degrees Celsius. 
[0210] The dielectric multilayer mirrors 2014, 2015 are formed of SiOg/NbgOg, which is a generally used material. 
[021 1 ] The wavelength tunable optical filters 2041 , 2042, 2043, 2044 have a respectively different FSR. Specifically, 
the wavelength tunable optical filters 2041 , 2042, 2043, and 2044 have an FSR of 200 GHz, 300 GHz, 500 GHz, and 

55 700 GHz, respectively. By combining these four filters, an FSR of 21 .0 THz is realized as described blow. 

[0212] In order to realize an FSR of 21 .0 THz, the center wavelength in the passband of each wavelength tunable 
optical filter needs to be shifted by as much as an FSR. The center wavelength in the passband is expressed by the 
equation (10). By changing n In the equation 10 by use of electro-optic effect, the center wavelength car be shifted. 
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Since ^^^al to -0.038 m*IC^] is equal to 25,000; and is equal to B.854 x 1 0'^^, it is understood by substituting 
these values Into the equations (10), (1 4) and (1 5) that a KLTN thicl<n6ss is 345 micrometers and an applied voltage is 
1 34 volts for the wavelength tunable optical filter 2041 (FSR of 200 GHz); a KLTN thickness is 230 micrometers and an 
applied voltage Is 94 volts forthe wavelength tunable optical fllter2042 (300 GHz); a KLTN thickness Is 138 micrometers 
and an applied voltage is 1 13 volts for the wavelength tunable optical filter 2043 (500 SHz); and a KLTN thickness is 
99 micrometers and an applied voltage is 1 1 2 volts for the wavelength tunable optical filter 2044 (700 QHz). 
[0213] When a voltage to be applied per one micrometer is cafculated with the voltage and the thickness obtained 
above, the voltage is found to be 0.39, 0.4, 0.9, and 0.97 V/micrometer for the wavelength tunable optical filters 2041 
(FSR = 200 GHz), 2042 (FSR = 300 QHz), 2043 (FSR = 500 GHz), and 2044 (FSR = 700 GHz), respectively. 
[0214] The four-stage wavelength tunable optical filter 2040 according to this embodiment is obtained by disposing 
these wavelength tunable optical filters 2041, 2042, 2043, 2044 along the transmission direction of light. By the way, 
reference marks 2045, 2046 represent a micro lens and reference marks 2047, 2048 represent a single mode optical 
filter In FIG. 25. 

[0215] In addition, as shown In FIG. 25, each of the four wavelength tunable optical filters 2041 , 2042, 2043, 2044 is 
inclined at 2 degrees in comparison with a parallelly arranged position in which the four filters 2041 , 2042, 2043, 2044 
are disposed parallelly with one. In other words, a plane intersecting orthogonally with a crystal axis of the dielectric 
crystal constituting the dieiectric crystal portion of the wavelength tunable optical filter is inclined at 2 degrees with respect 
to a plane intersecting orthogonally with the transmission direction of light. The distance between neighboring filters is 
about 2 mm. Light having a wavelength of 1.55 micrometers that passes through the optical fiber is made into a light 
beam having a diameter of 250 micrometers and then introduced into the multistage wavelength tunable optical filter 
2040. Optical properties are measured, while this filter 2040 is entirely kept at -13 degrees Celsius by a Peltier device. 
As a result, an FSR of 20.0 THz is found to be obtained. 

[021 6] Next, when a shift in the center wavelength in a passband is measured by applying a voltage to each wavelength 
tunable optical filter 2041, 2042, 2043, 2044, a shift corresponding to an FSR of 20.0 THz Is found, which shows a 
function as a filter. 

[0217] The above values are found to be small enough and lie within a feasible range for a prqser operation of a 
wavelength tunable optical filter. Therefore, It has been found that the four-stage wavelength tunable optical filter that 
operates at high speed is obtained by utilizing the wavelength tunable optical filters having an FSR of 200 GHz, 300 
GHz, 500 GHz, and 700 GHz, respectively. 

(A fourteenth embodiment) 

[0218] In the eleven to the thirteen embodiment, a multi-stage wavelength tunable optical filter has been described, 
the filter Including more than two wavelength tunable optical fitters in which electric fields are produced parallelly with a 
transmission direction of light in a dielectric crystal. Then, a multi-stage wavelength tunable optical filter will be described 
in the following embodiments, the filter including more than two wavelength tunable optical filters in which electric fields 
are produced orthogonally with a transmission direction of light in a dielectric crystal. 

[0219] FIG. 26 is a schematicview of atwo-stagewaveiengthtunableopticalfiiteraccordingtoafourteenth embodiment 
of the present invention. A multistage wavelength tunable optical filter 2050 has wavelength tunable optical filters 2051, 
2052, of which are temperature-controlled by a temperature controller such as a Pettier device (not shown). The wave- 
length tunable optical filters 2051 , 2052 have the same configuration as the wavelength tunable optical filter 110 (FIG. 
1 1 ) according to the sixth embodiment, except for an FSR and a composition of a dielectric crystal that constitutes a 
dielectric crystal portion. Refemng to FIG. 1 1 , the wavelength tunable optical filter according to this embodiment will be 
described. 

[0220] As shown in FIG. 11 , a two-stage wavelength tunable optical filter is configured by stacking a dielectric multilayer 
mirror 115, a dielectric crystal portion 117, an insulating layer 113, a dielectric crystal portion 112, and a dielectric 
multilayer mirror 111 in this order on a glass substrate 116. In addition, the wavelength tunable optical filter concerned 
has two electrodes 1 1 4 each on an opposing side of the dielectric crystal portion 1 1 7 and two electrodes 1 1 8 each on 
an opposing side of the dielectric crystal port:ion 112. 

[0221] A composition of the dielectric crystal constituting dielectric crystal portions 112, 117 is 
Ko.96Lio.o4''"3o.77'^''o.23'^3- Although the Li composition ratio is 0.04 in this embodiment, a LI composition ratio of 0.001 
allows for a second-order phase transition. Also, a Li composition of up to 0.01 realizes a cubic system, which is feasible 
for a practical use. Especially, in a range of 0.01 to 0.06 of the composition ratio, a high quality crystal having an electric 
pemilttivlty of 20,000 or more is realized. An operation temperature of the wavelength tunable optical filter having the 
dielectric crystal with the above composition is -15 degrees Celsius and a relative electric permittivity of the crystal is 
25,000 at -15 degrees Celsius. 

[0222] The KLTN crystal used in this embodiment has a quadratic electro-optic effect as described above. A change 
in refractive index is expressed by the above-mentioned equations (5) and (6) with respect to a direction of an electric 
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field produced with the configuration shown in FIG. 1 1 . 

[0223] As apparent from these equations, since refractive index changes differently depending on a direction of an 
electric field, when two electric fields are applied in mutually orthogonal directions with respect to the transmission 
direction of light, an entire change in refractive index is expressed by an equation (7) which is an addition of the equations 
(5) and (6). The refractive index changes equally forthe two polarized lights that intersect orthogonally with each other, 
thereby realizing polarization independent operation. 

[0224] Assuming that the two-stage wavelength tunable optical filter 2050 is used in a telecom window of 1 530 nm to 
1570 nm (C band), the wavelength tunable optical filters 2051 , 2052 are designed so that the center wavelength of 1579 
nm can pass therethrough when no electric field is produced. In addition. In order to realize a tunable range of 40 nm, 
the wavelength tunable optical filters 2051 , 2052 are designed so as to have an FSR of 600 GHz and 700 GHz, respec- 
tively. In this case, the total thicl(nese of the dielectric crystal (KLTN) in the wavelength tunable optical filter 2051 (FSR 
600 GHz) is 1 15 micrometers. Therefore, each dielectric crystal portion is about 57 micrometers thiclc. Also, the total 
thickness of the dielectric crystal (KLTN) in the wavelength tunable optical filter2052 (FSR 700 GHz) Is 99 micrometers. 
Therefore, each dielectric crystal portion is about 49 micrometers thicl<. 

[0225] Referring backto FIG. 11 , the insulating layer 1 13 of the wavelength tunable optical filters 2051 , 2052 is formed 
of a TeOg system glass. The reason why the Te02 system glass is used is that its refractive index is almost the same 
as that of the KLTN crystal and a refractive index can be equal to KLTN by adjusting its composition, thereby reducing 
an optical reflection at the interface therebetween. In this case, the thicicness of the insulating layer 113 is adjusted to 
1/2. By the way, although the TeOg system glass is used as the insulating layer 113 in this embodiment, insulating 
materials havingalowerrelative electric permittivity than that of KLTN, such as SiOg.AlaOs.polymer.andthesecomplexes 
can be used to realize the filter. 

[0226] The electrodes 1 14, 11 B on the both side of each of the dielectric crystal portions 1 12, 1 1 7 are formed by 
vacuum-depositing a metal. As shown in FIG . 1 1 , these electrodes 11 4, 1 1 8 are disposed so that an electric field in the 
dielectric crystal portion 1 1 2 is produced in a direction perpendicular to the page and an electric field In the dielectric 
crystal portion 1 1 7 is produced in a direction parallelly to the page. 

[0227] The dielectric multilayer mirrors 1 n , 1 15 are fomed of SiOa/NbaOg, which is a generally used material. These 
mirrors 1 1 1 , 115 are formed so as to sandwich the dielectric crystal portions 1 1 2, 1 1 7 (and the dielectric crystal portion 
1 1 2 therebetween), thereby configuring a Fabry-Perot etalon. In addition, the dielectric multilayer mirrors 1 1 1 , 1 1 5 are 
designed so as to have a reflectance of 90 % at a wavelength of 1570 nm. 

[0228] These two wavelength tunable optical filters 2051, 2052 having the above configuration are an-anged along 
the transmission direction of light as shown in FIG. 26 and thus the two-stage wavelength tunable optical filter 2050 is 
obtained. By the way, reference mari^s 2053, 2054 represent a micro lens and reference mat1<s 2055, 2056 represent 
a single mode optical fiber. These micro lenses and the single mode fiber constitute an optical collimate system and the 
multi-stage wavelength tunable optical filter 2050 is arranged therein. 

[0229J Next, measurement results on optical properties of the two-stage wavelength tunable optical filter 2050 will be 
described. The measurement has been perfomied using a measurement system shown in FIG. 13, wherein light from 
an ASE light source 131 enters a filter module 200 on which the wavelength tunable optical filter 2050 is mounted and 
then the exited light therefrom is detected by a spectrum analyzer 1 32. When carrying out a measurement of a high- 
speed operation characteristics, a voltage pattern generated by a function generator 133 is amplified by an amplifier 
134 for being applied to the filter 2050; the light exited from the filter 2050 is detected by a photodetaotor 135 and 
observed by an oscilloscope 136. 

[0230] By the way, the filter module 200 is fabricated so that the two-stage wavelength tunable optical filter 2050 is 
mounted in the optical collimate system and a metal wiring is pulled out from the electrode to be connected to a casing 
with a gold wire. 

[0231 ] When a high-speed operation measurement is perf^ormed, specifically, a rectangularvoltage having a frequency 
of 1 GHz generated by the pulse pattern function generator 1 33 is amplified by the amplifier 1 34 and the amplified voltage 
of 30 V is applied to the two-stage wavelength tunable optical filter 2050. As a light source is used the ASE ligtit source 
131. The light form the light source 131 is introduced to the two-stage wavelength tunable optical filter 2050 and the 
exited light therefrom passes through a band pass filter of 1570 nm and is detected by the photo detector 1 35. 
[0232] As a result, it has been found that high-speed response of the two-stage wavelength tunable optical filter 
according to this embodiment Is substantially the same as that of the wavelength tunable optical filter according to the 
first embodiment (FIG. 7), In other words, the light that has transmitted through the two-stage wavelength tunable optical 
filter 2050 responses to an applied voltage and a wavelength shift of 40 nm at 1 GHz is realized. 
[0233] As stated above, the two-stage wavelength tunable optical filter according to this embodiment is capable of 
realizing a wavelength shift of 40 nm by application of a voltage of 30 V and a high-speed operation that enables an 
add^drop of a packet. 

[0234] Moreover, by combining more than two wavelength tunable optical filters having a respectively different FSR, 
awavelength tunable width requiredfor each wavelength tunable optical filterls lower, comparedwithaslngle wavelength 
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tunable optical filter, thereby realizing a low voltage operation. 

[0235] By the way, wliile the fourteenth embodiment exemplifies a multi-stage wavelength tunable optical filter having 
two wavelength tunable optical filters, a filter having three or more wavelength tunable optical filters can demonstrate 
substantially the same operation and effect. 

s [0236] As stated above, according to the eleventh to the fourteenth embodiment, a multi-stage wavelength tunable 
optical filter using more than two wavelength tunable optical filters having a respectively different FSR is capable of 
reducing a voltage to be applied per unit thickness of the crystal and thus an operation under moderate conditions is 
realized. In addition, since acrystal havinga quadratic electro-optic effect Is utilized, a high-speed, wide range wavelength 
tunable optical filter is realized. Furthermore, the wavelength tunable optical filter according to the present invention Is 

'0 able to operate at high speed in a wide range of wavelength, thereby enabling a highly sophisticated operation of an 
add/drop of a packet and also a usage as a high-speed wavelength sweeper for use in optical measurements. Also, 
although a multiple reflection may occur In the wavelength tunable optical filter 26 illustrated in FIG. 8, the multi-stage 
wavelength tunable optical filter according to the eleventh to the fourteenth embodiment is able to prevent the multiple 
reflection. 

76 

(A fifteenth to sixteenth embodiment) 

[0237] Prior to an explanation of a fifteenth to a sixteenth embodiment, a basic principle underlying these embodiments 
will be explained in line with the basic principle of the first to the fourteenth embodiment mentioned above. 
so [0238] When tal<ing account of a high-speed response, a time constant of a device has to be tal<en into consideration. 
Since a Fabiy-Perot etaion filter is configured so as to be sandwiched by electrodes, the filter has a certain electric 
capacitance and resistance. The capacitance is expressed as: 



C=£oX e r X S / & (16) 



Here, d is a thickness of a dielectric; So is the electric permittivity of vacuum; Is a relative electric permittivity; and S Is 
an area of the electrode. 

30 [0239] From the equation (1 6), a reduction in an area S of the electrodes and an increase in the thickness d lead to 
a reduction in capacitance C. 

[0240] In addition, resistance R of the electrode is expressed as: 



R =Pv X 1 / a (17) 



where, py Is a volume resistivity of the electrode; I is a length of the electrode; and a Is a cross-sectional area of the 
electrode. 

■>o [0241 ] The volume resistivity py is a characteristic value inherent to a given material. The transparent electrode used 
in the wavelength tunable optical filter according to this embodiment has a volume resistivity of an order of 10-2 flni and 
thus the resistance of the electrode becomes rather higher. Hence, the time constant RC inevitably becomes higher, 
which is disadvantageous for a high-speed operation. In order to eliminate this disadvantage, a use of a metal thin film 
coated on the transparent electrodes is applicable. Or, a metal thin film that can serve as both an electrode and a min-or 

■*s is also applicable. 

[0242] As stated above, by reducing an effective surface area of etaion as much as possible and a resistance of the 
electrode, a wavelength tunable optical filter can perfonn at high speed of an onder of nanoseconds. 
[0243] Next, the fifteenth and the sixteenth embodiment will be described in detail. The following embodiments are 
intended forpurposee of illustration only and not const ruedasa limitation of the invention. Therefore, all such modifications 
so and alterations that do not depart from the sprit of the invention are intended to be included within the scope of the 
appended claims. 

(A fifteenth embodiment) 

55 [0244] FIG. 27 is a perspective view of a wavelength tunable optical filter according to a fifteenth embodiment of the 
present invention. FIG. 28 is a plane view of a wavelength tunable optical filter according to the fifteenth ennbodiment 
of the present invention, seen from the direction of transmitting light. A wavelength tunable optical filter 301 is configured 
by disposing thin film metal electrodes 301 2, 301 3 on both sides of a thinned dielectric crystal portion 201 1 . The thin 
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film metal electrodes 3012, 301 3 serve as a mirror at the same time. 

[0245] A dielectric crystal portion 30 11 in the wavelength tunable optical filter 301 is formed of KLTN. A phase transition 
temperature thereof is adjusted to be -15 degrees Celsius by adjusting the composition ratio of Li and Nb. 
[0246] Specifically, the dielectric crystal portion 301 1 has a composition of Ko.geLio.tMTao TyMpQ 23O3. Although the Li 
5 composition ratio is 0.04 in this embodiment, a LI composition ratio of even O.ooi can make the crystal exhibit a second- 
order phase transition. Also, at a LI composition ratio of up to 0.1 , the crystal can maintain a cubic system, which is 
feasible for a practical use. Especially, in a range of 0.01 to 0.06 in the LI composition ratio, a high quality crystal having 
an electric pemiittivity of 20,000 or more Is realized. 

[0247] An operation temperature of the wavelength tunable optical filter 301 is -15 degrees Celsius and a relative 

'0 electric permittivity of the dieieotrio crystal is 25,000 at around -15 degrees Celsius, 

[0248] The thin film metal electrodes 3012, 3013 are deposited by a vacuum evaporation method so as to cover the 
minimum necessary area that corresponds to an area through which the incident light passes. Specifically, the thin film 
metal electrodes 3012, 3013 are formed by vacuum depositing silver. Also, the electrodes 3012, 301 3 have s circular 
portion having a radius of 1 0 micrometers and a leading electrode portion having s width of 3 micrometers in contrast 

15 with the size of 3 mm x 3 mm of the dielectric crystal portion 301 1 , Moreover, the silver electrode is about 1 0 nm thick 
whereas the dielectric crystal portion 301 1 is about 50 micrometers thick. 

[0249] When measuring the light transmission characteristic, the wavelength tunable optical filter 301 is mounted on 
an optical system as shown in FIG. 29. In order to obtain a light beam having a diameter of 1 0 micrometers, single mode 
optical fibers 3032, 3033 having a collimator lens are used. 
so [0250] Capacitance and resistance of the wavelength tunable optical filter 301 concerned were measured to be 60 
picofarads (pF) and 6 ohm, respectively. From these values, a time constant turns out to be 360 picoseconds (psec). 
[0251] With the above configuration, a wavelength tunable optical filter having an FSR of 1 ,3 THz has been realized. 
When applying a high frequency voltage of 40 V to the filter, the filter Is found out to operate at 380 psec, which verifies 
a high-speed operation. 

35 [0252] Therefore, according to the wavelength tunable optical filter 301 according to this embodiment, a high-speed 
operation of 38 nm is realized. 

[0253] By the way, the thin film metal electrodes 3012, 3013 are deposited so as to have the minimum necessary 
area that corresponds to an area through which the incident light passes, It Is apparent that the film should have such 
an area in order to reduce the resistance of the electrodes even when a metal thin film is coated on the surface of a 
30 transparent electrode. 



(A sixteenth embodiment) 



[0254] in a sixteenth embodiment, a difference from the eleventh embodiment will be described. 
35 [0255] The sixteenth embodiment utilizes wavelength tunable optical filters 3041 , 3042 having substantially the same 
configuration as the wavelength tunable optical filter 301 according to the fifteenth embodiment. These are Fabry-Perot 
etalon type filters having a different FSR. Specifically, the wavelength tunable optical filters 3041 , 3042 have an FSR of 
600 GHz and 700 GHz, respectively. By combining these etalons, an FSR of 4.2 THz is realized as described hereinafter. 
[0256] In order to realize an FSR of 4.2 THz, the centerfrequency In the passband of each wavelength tunable optbal 
^0 filter 3041 , 3042 needs to be shifted by as much as an FSR. The center frequency is expressed as the equation (1 0). 
Changing n in the equation by use of an electro-optic effect causes a shift of the center frequency. In KLTN, g^^ is -0.038 
mVC2; e, is 25,000; and Sg is 8.854 x 10-12, By substituting these values into the equations (10), (14) and (15), it is found 
that a thickness of a KLTN crystal is 1 15 micrometers and an applied voltage is 1 1 1 Vforthe wavelength tunable optical 
filter 3041 (FSR 600 GHz), whereas a thickness of a KLTN crystal is 99 micrometers and an applied voltage is 96 V in 
45 the wavelength tunable optical filter 3042 (FSR 700 GHz). When a voltage to be applied per one micrometer is calculated 
with the applied voltage and the thickness mentioned above, the voltage Is 0.96 V/micrometer and 0.97 V/micrometer 
for the wavelength tunable optical filters 3041 (FSR = 600 GHz) and 3042 (FSR = 700 GHz), respectively, in addition, 
capacitance and resistance measurements have revealed that the wavelength tunable optical filter 3041 has a capaci- 
tance of 25 pF and a resistance of 50 Ohm and the wavelength tunable optical filter 3042 has a capacitance of 33 pF 
50 and a resistance of 50 Ohm. 

[0257] A two-stage wavelength tunable optical filter 202 Is configured by mounting the above wavelength tunable 
optical filters 3041 , 3042 as shown In FIG. 30, In FIG. 30, reference marks 3043, 3044 represent a single-mode optical 
fiber equipped with a fiber collimator. The two wavelength tunable optical filters 3041 , 3042 are inclined at two degrees 
compared with a parallelly arranged position. The two filters 3041 , 3042 are disposed with a distance of about 2 mm 
55 between them. Light having a wavelength of 1 .55 micrometers from the fiber collimator is made into a light beam having 
a diameter of 1 0 micrometers and Introduced into the multistage wavelength tunable optical filter 202. Optical properties 
of the filter 202 are measured while it is entirely kept at -1 3 degrees by a Peltier device, resulting in an FSR of 4.1 THz. 
Then, when the center wavelength In a passband of wavelength tunable optical filters 3042, 3042 is measured while 
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applying a voltage to the wavelength tunable optical filters 3041 and 3042, an FSR of 4. 1 THz is observed, which verifies 
that the filter 202 operates as an optical filter. 

[0258] Furthermore, when an experiment was carried out for these wavelength tunable optical filters to verify a high- 
speed operation, it is found that the two-stage wavelength tunable optical filter having an FSR of 4.1 THz is obtained. 
5 In addition, when high frequency voltages of 30 V and 25 V are applied to the wavelength tunable optical filters 3041 , 
3042, respectively, the two-stage wavelength tunable optical filteris found to operate at 100 psec, which verifies a high- 
speed operation. 

[0259] Hence, according to this embodiment, a high speed of 100 psec is realized. 

[0260] As stated above, according to the fifteenth and the sixteenth embodiment, since the electrodes are formed only 
»o in an area through which light passes so as to reduce a size of the electrode and thereby reduce capacitance and also 
the electrodes are formed by silver, which has a low volume resistivity, a high-speed operation at an order of 1 00 psec 
is realized. Therefore, the wavelength tunable optical filter according to the fifteenth and the sixteenth embodiment can 
change the passband wavelength in a wide wavelength tunable range at high speed and then demonstrate sophisticated 
performance specifically for an add/drop of a packet. At the same time, the wavelength tunable optical filter can be used 
15 as a liigh-speed wavelength sweeper for use in optical measurements. By the way, a wavelength tunable optical filter 
can demonstrate substantially the same performance even when the filter has only a transparent electrode. 
[0261] Refen-ing to the various embodiments, a wavelength tunable optical filter according to the present invention 
has been described. The embodiments above are not intended to limit the scope of the invention, in the embodiments, 
there can be used "a crystalline material having a composition of Ki.yLiyTa^.^NbxOg", "a crystalline material having a 
20 composition obtained by replacing K in KTa^.^Nb^Og or K and Li in Ki.yLiyTai.xNbxOg witli at least any one of Ba, Sr, 
and Ca, and replacing Ta and Nb in KTa^.^NbuOj or Ki.yLiyTa,.xNbx03 with Ti°, and "a ctystalline material having a 
composition obtained by replacing K in KTaL^Nb^Og or K and Li In KLyLlyTaL^Nb^Og with either one of Pb and La and 
replacing Ta and Nb with either one of Ti and Zr*. 

[0262] In addition, composition ratios x andy are changeable In a range of from 0.1 to 0.5 andfrom Oto 0.1 , respectively. 

zs 

Industrial Applicability 

[0263] The present invention relates to a v/avelength tunable optical filter for use in an optical communication, an 
optical sensing, or the like, the filter being capable of operating at high speed by application of a low voltage and tuning 
30 the wavelength in a wider wavelength range. 



Claims 

3s 1 . A wavelength tunable optical filter comprising: 

a dielectric crystal portion (2; 28, 30; 38; 112, 117; 182, 184; 202, 204, 206, 208; 2011;3011) being optically 
transparent, fonned of a dielectric crystal having a cubic system and exhibiting a quadratic electro-optic effect, 
a mirror portion (5, 6; 27, 29, 31; 39, 41 ; 1 1 1 , 115; 1 81 , 1 85; 201 , 205, 209; 2014, 2015) constituting a Fabry- 
^° Perot etalon in cooperation with said dielectric crystal portion, and 

an electrode (3, 4; 33, 34, 35, 36; 40, 43; 114, 118; 187, 188; 212, 213, 214, 215; 2012, 2013; 3012, 3013) 
conflguredto apply a voltage to said dielectric crystal portion thereby to change awavelangth of lighttransmitting 
through said etalon on a basis of said electro-optic effect 

45 2. A wavelength tunable optical filter as recited in claim 1 , wherein said electrode (3, 4; 33, 34, 35, 36; 40, 43; 2012, 
2013) is optically transparent to incoming light and disposed so as to adjoin said dielectric crystal portion; and 
wherein said mirror portion (5, 6; 27, 29, 31 ; 39, 41; 201 4, 2015) is a dielectric multilayer mirror fonned of a dielectric 
multilayer film and disposed so as to adjoin said electrode. 

50 3. A wavelength tunable optical filter as recited in claim 2, comprising additionally one or more dielectric crystal portion 
(38) and transparent electrode (40, 43), wherein said dielectric crystals portion (38) and said transparent electrodes 
(40, 43) are disposed alternatively with each other to form a multilayer body, and said dielectric multilayer min-or 
portion (39, 41) is formed so as to sandwich said body. 

55 4. A wavelength tunable optical filtsr as recited in claim 3, further comprising an additional dielectric multilayer miror 
portion, wherein each of said dielectric crystal portions is sandwiched with said transparent electrode, and wherein 
said additional dielectric multilayer min^or portion is sandwiched with said transparent electrodes. 
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5. A wavelength tunable optical filter as recited in claim 1 , wherein said electrode (3012, 3013) is a metal electrode 
fornied of metal, disposed so as to adjoin said dielectric crystal portion, and serves as said mirror portion. 

6. A wavelength tunable optical filter as recited in claim 2 or 3, further comprising a metai film coated on a surface of 
said transparent electrode. 

7. A wavelength tunable optical filter as recited in claim 5, wherein said electrode (3012, 3013) is fomied exclusively 
on an area through which said Incoming light passes. 

8. A wavelength tunable optical filter as recited in claim 6, wherein said metal film is fonned exoiusiveiy on an area 
through which said incoming light passes. 

9. A wavelength tunable optical filter as recited in claim 1, wherein said electrode (114, 118; 187, 188; 212, 213, 214, 
215) Is fonned so as to generate two electric fields that are perpendicular with each other and with a transmission 
direction of light transmitting through said dielectric crystal portion (112, 117; 182, 184; 202,204, 206, 208). 

10. A wavelength tunable optical filter as recited in claim 1, further comprising one or more dielectric crystal portion, 
wherein said electrode (21 2, 213, 214, 21 5) is fornied to each of said dielectric crystal portions (202, 204, 206, 208) 
so as to generate two electric fields in two directions that are perpendicular with each other and with a transmission 
direction of light transmitting through said dielectric crystal portion. 

11. A wavelength tunable optical filter as recited in claim 3 or 10, wherein each of said dielectric crystal portions has a 
different FSR. 



25 12. A wavelength tunable optical filter as recited in either one of claims 9 to 1 1 , further comprising an insulating layer 
(113; 1 83; 203, 207) fonned of an insulating material having an electric pennittivity smallerthan that of said dielectric 
crystal portion, said insulating layer being interposed so as to divide said dielectric crystal portion into a first portion 
in which an electric field is generated in one of said two directions and a second portion in which an electric field is 
generated in the other of said two directions. 

13. A wavelength tunable optical filter as recited in claim 12, wherein said insulating material comprises any one of 
TeOg-rich glass, SiOg, AlgOg and polymer, or any complex thereof. 

14. A wavelength tunable optical filter as recited in any one of claims 1 to 1 3, further comprising a temperature controller 
35 configured to control a temperature of a dielectric crystal constituting said dielectric crystal portion. 

1 5. A wavelength tunable optical filter as recited in any one of claims 1 to 8, wherein a dielectric crystal constituting said 
dielectric crystal portion is single crystalline and an axis direction of one of crystal axes is In agreement with a 
transmission direction of light transmitting through said dielectric crystal portion. 

40 

16. A wavelength tunable optical crystal as recited In any one of claims 1 to 8, wherein a dielectric crystal constituting 
said dielectric crystal is polycrystalline and at least one of axis directions of crystal axes is In agreement with the 
transmission direction of light transmitting through said dielectric crystal portion. 

45 17. A wavelength tunable optical filter as recited in any one of claims 1 to 16, wherein said dielectric crystal has a 
composition of Ki.yLiyTai.xNbx03. 

18. A wavelength tunable optical filter as recited in any one of claims 1 to 16, wherein said dielectric crystal has a 
composition of which all of K in KTai.^Nb^Oa or all of K and LI In K1.yLiyTa1.xNbj.O3 are substituted with at least one 

so of Ba, Sr and Ca, and all of Ta and Nb In Ki.yLiyTai.^NbxOg are substituted with Ti. 

19. A wavelength tunable optical filter as recited in any one of claims 1 to 16, wherein said dielectric crystal has a 
composition of which all of K in KTa^.^Nb^Og or all of K and Li in Ki.yLiyTai.^Nb^Oa are substituted with at least one 
of Ba, Sr and Ca, and all of Ta and Nb in Ki.yLlyTai.xNbxOj are substituted with either one of Ti and 2r. 

20. A wavelength tunable optical filter as recited in any one of claims 17 to 19, wherein said x as a first composition 
ratio is 0.1 or greater and 0.5 or smaller, and wherein said y as a second composition ratio Is 0 or greater and less 
than 0.1. 
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A multi-stage wavelength tunable optical filter comprising more than two wavelength tunable optical filters as recited 
in any one of claims 1 to 20, wherein each of said wavelength tunable optical filter is an-anged along a transmission 
direction of light incident thereon. 

A multi-stage wavelength tunable optical filter as recited In claim 21 , wherein a face perpendlcularto said transmission 
direction of the light is inclined at an angle of 2 degrees or more with a face perpendicular to a crystal axis of the 
dielectric crystal constituting the dielectric crystal portion of each of said wavelength tunable optical filter. 
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